PAUL BOURKE LECTURE 2014
EVENT DETAILS

Date: Thursday, 01 May 2014
Time: 6.00pm– 7.15pm
(Followed by light refreshments)

Venue: The Australian
Hearing Hub, Lecture Theatre,
Level 1, 16 University Drive,
Macquarie University
FREE admission. Bookings
essential.
RSVP: Friday, 26 April 2014
Registeration
Online: www.assa.edu.au
E: secretariat@assa.edu.au
T: 02 6249 1788
Free parking permit will be
provided to registrants
Macquarie University campus maps:
http://www.mq.edu.au/on_campus/
maps/campus_map/
Transport information:
http://www.mq.edu.au/on_campus/
getting_to_macquarie/

The Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia, in conjunction with
Macquarie University, is pleased to present its Paul Bourke Lecture 2014:

MAUVE MONDAYS AND ORANGE
ODOURS: SYNAESTHESIA AND THE
INTEGRATION OF INFORMATION IN THE
HUMAN BRAIN
by Associate Professor Anina Rich, Macquarie University
Synaesthesia is an unusual phenomenon that is often described as a ‘mixing of the
senses’. Most commonly letters, numbers, days of the week and other words evoke
vivid and highly consistent experiences of colour. Sounds can also trigger visual
images, as can smells, tastes, and touch. For example, listening to an orchestra might
involve not just the auditory input and seeing the musicians, but also moving waves
of colour, tinted by each instrument. Synaesthesia is not a disorder - if anything, it is
an unusual gift - but it has the potential to provide a unique perspective on studying
human perception. In this lecture, Associate Professor Rich discusses her research on
synaesthesia and the mappings we all have between our senses, giving insights into
the way the brain integrates information for conscious perception of the world.
Associate Professor Anina Rich
Associate Professor Anina Rich is co-director of the Perception in
Action Research Centre (PARC) and heads up the Synaesthesia@
Macquarie research group. She is Australia’s leading expert
on synaesthesia, with publications on the topic in high profile
journals including Nature and Nature Reviews Neuroscience. Her
work has made a clear argument for selective attention playing a
critical role in synaesthetic binding, analogous to normal binding
of object features for conscious perception. Her work has received
considerable media attention, and she has won a number of
awards, including the 2010 ‘Young Tall Poppy’ award for Science
from the Australian Institute of Policy & Science.

The Paul Bourke Lecture is named in honour of the late Paul Francis Bourke
(1938–1999), President of the Academy from 1993–1997. The lecture is presented
each year by the recipient of the previous year’s Paul Bourke Award for Early Career
Research.

