CHAPTER 12

PRICES AND
CONSUMPTION

PETER SHERGOLD

evidence of rising prices as an indication of deteriorating conditions. Wages and

government benefits may have risen but many Australians exhibit a healthy scepticism that
they have brought real material improvement. Many, returning from the supermarket or service
station, would share the sentiments expressed in a piece of doggerel that appeared in trade union
newspapers in the first decade of this century:

l ISTEN TO ANY phone-in radio program and the odds are that one of the callers will present

The firm increased his salary two years ago last May.

The said increase amounted to just thirty pence a day.
Since then they’ve raised the price

Of sugar, salt and rice,

Of carrots and of beet,

Of flour, meal and meat ...

He’s paying out the money that he saved before the raise,
But—prosperity’s upon us and his heart is full of praise.

What does it mean that the average weekly wage of a female pieceworker making dresses in
Victoria in 1906 was 16 shillings? Did the increase in hourly earnings of Australian males from
2s 24d in 1939 to 4s 2}d in 1949 represent a genuine improvement in material welfare? Such
statistics are meaningless unless we can convert them into real terms. We need to comprehend
the value of those sums in standardised dollars. We need to know what the worker’s wage was
worth in terms of what could be purchased for the pound or dollar in the pocket. Price series
are crucial to understanding the real value of changes in wages received, interest earned or taxes
paid. They are equally important if we wish to measure movements in the value of goods and
services produced in the economy.

The tables presented in this chapter, used in conjunction with the others in this volume, go
some way to answering such questions. Some series of actual prices for individual basic
commodities are given but more useful to a discussion of the cost of living are the retail price
indexes. If they are to be used for this purpose it is important that such indexes take account not
only of price changes but also of alterations in household budgets. If the ‘basket of goods’ remains
unchanged over time then it may become less and less realistic as a guide to contemporary
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lifestyle. It is largely for this reason that historians are faced with a number of price series which
have been progressively refined or abandoned as the budgetary weighting which underlay them
became an inaccurate guide to family expenditure behaviour.

Indeed, prior to the introduction of the Consumer Price Index (CPI) in 1960 the
Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics (CBCS) compiled five series of Australian price
indexes. Two are reproduced here: the ‘A’ Series Retail Price Index for the six state capitals and
the ‘C’ Series. First compiled in 1921, the ‘C’ Series continued until 1960 with only minor
revisions to its weighting system in 1936. In its unaltered state it was used by the Commonwealth
Court of Conciliation and Arbitration as the basis for automatic adjustments in the basic wage
from 1937.

The CPI now plays a similar role as the basis upon which the Australian Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission determines national wage adjustments. The index measures quarterly
changes in the weighted regimen of items deemed to be representative of a high proportion of
the expenditure of wage-earner households. The basket now covers a range of over one hundred
classes of goods and services considered typical of metropolitan household spending habits.
Nevertheless, certain important items of expenditure such as income tax still do not form part
of the CPI since they cannot be associated with the purchase of a specific quantity of goods or
services. To overcome the problem of retail price series based upon fixed weights, the CPI
weighting pattern has changed approximately every five years to take account of changes in
household spending patterns. In consequence today’s CPI actually comprises ten separate price
series linked together.

Consumption patterns have certainly changed. This is readily apparent when early twentieth
century expenditure studies, albeit small and limited in their coverage, are compared with the
major household expenditure surveys undertaken by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
(formerly the CBCS) in the 1970s. Whereas in the earlier period some 30 per cent of income
had to be devoted to the purchase of food and non-alcoholic beverages, the figure for 1975-76
was only 15 per cent. The apparent reduction of expenditure on such ‘necessities’ as food, fuel
and clothing and the concomitant increase in expenditure on ‘luxury’ items, such as sports and
amusements, provides one measure of the beneficial impact of rising per capita incomes.

The chapter also incorporates data on wholesale prices. These series generally present data on
a wider range of commodities than the retail series, and may in certain circumstances provide a
better guide to real increases in the cost of living, as manufacturers, faced with rising production
costs, will often pass the advance on to the consumer in the form of reduced quality rather than
in higher prices. One often finds that the retail prices of clothing are stable over long periods,
for example, in spite of the fact that both the wholesale price of the textiles of which they are
composed and labour costs have risen substantially. The manufacturer is in effect maintaining
retail price stability by lowering the quality and quantity of the materials employed, and lessening
the labour time spent on sewing the garments. Thus retail price movements may hide a decrease
in the quality of goods bought for a set sum, and wholesale prices may give a superior indication
of the reduced purchasing power of the pay packet.

Understanding how the standard of living has altered requires not only statistics of prices and
expenditure but also of consumption. The estimates of per capita consumption of foodstuffs
featured in this chapter make it clear that many of the staple food items of two or more
generations ago are no longer so important a part of Australian diet. Consumption of flour, bread
and red meat have declined markedly, although the amount of potatoes eaten does not appear
to have been reduced. The quantity of refined sugar eaten has fallen but this has been more than
countered by the increasing amount of sugar which is now consumed in manufactured products.
Consumption of vegetables has risen since a low point in the early 1950s.

In terms of nutrition—a key factor in any estimate of a community’s living standards—it
would appear that Australians are taking in higher quantities of vitamins A and C, thiamin and
riboflavin, but at the same time consumption of fats and carbohydrates has also risen. Comparison
of cost of living indexes and deflators with income and output give us a fair indication of the
extent to which Australians have benefited from a rising material standard of living. They can
only hint at changes in the quality of life.
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PC 1-7 PRICE INDEXES, NEW SOUTH WALES AND
VICTORIA 1850-1860

BASIC

GC'MMOD]’!’IESa IMPO'RTSb NSW GGDDSC
Yeor NSW Vic  Wool General Cloth- Import-  Non-
31 Dec ing competing  trade-
able
I 2 3 ¢ 5 6 7
1.20 1850 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
1851 92 iz8°  100) 99 . 92, 106, (li2
1852 1560 L2 Lis. ool ol il 11
1853 81 253 190 o7 a0l il 1ss
1854 2 31z 1070 ES0 130 el 238
1855 J04- 236 116 6. 129, 159 276
1856 155 250 137 120 123 145 163
1.00 1857 172 240 138 121 115 148 188
1858 195 224 135 120 110 146 202
1859 156 236 140 121 102 150 161
1860 161 192 144 111 104 137 149

NOTE 1850 = 100. For each index a simple unweighted average is used.

0.80 (a) PC 1-2 represent a pxmal cost-of-living index, covering 7 food items, and soap
and dl ppropriate for an artisans family": bread (28 b per
week), flour (5 Ibs), tea (I Ib), sugar (6 Ibs), meat (21 lbs), buuter (2 ibs), potatoes
(21 Ibs), candles (2 lbs), and soap (2 lbs).

(b) PC 4 includes 1ea, coffee, sago, English cheese, imported wine, beer and
tobacco.

(c) PC 6 comprises colonial beer, candles, soap, and colonial tobacco, cheese and
wine. PC 7 comprises fresh meat and butter, and potatoes.

0.60 (d) PC 3 is a weighted average of the London prices for Pt Phillip merino fleece
and Adelaide merino greasy.

PC 8-9 RETAIL GROCERY PRICE INDEXES, SYDNEY 1861-1939

840 Year Bau.’m Wilson Year Bnui'm Wilson Year Butlin Wilson
31 Dec  estimate®  estimate® 3IDec  estimate® estimate® 30 June  estimate®  estimate®
3 9 8 9 8 9
1861 1570 1889 1124 1159 1915 160.5 1475
1862 1433 1890 1124 1147 1916  169.5  169.1
0.20 1863 148.6 1891 1103 113.7 1917 1669  166.4
1864 1316 1892 1090  115.2 1918 1717  172.0
1865 1425 1893 1061  109.8 1919 1946 1791
1866 1319 1894 932 954 1920 2382 2043
1867  109.5 1895 918 941 1921 2156 2233
1868 119.4 1896 933 962 1922 1909  196.2
$ 1869 1025 1897 922 948 1923 2046 2023
1870 1065 1135 1898 916 937 1924 1964 2105
1871 1043 1082 1899 1000  100.0 1925 2024 2079
1872 954  104.4 1900 948 995 1926 2074 2190
1873 1049  107.2 1927 2028 2204
1874 1139 1156 S0 June 1928 1997 2225
1875 1177 1128 1901 1102  107.3 1929 2116 2252
1876 1136 118.0 1902 1197 117.2 1930 1907 2268
1877 1is1 oz 1903 1155  110.8 1931 1677
1878 1125 1163 1904 1048  104.1 1932 1616
1879 1005 1114 1905 1118 1122 1933 1522
1880 1000 1103 1906 1111 1128 1934 1587
THE DOLLAR IN YOUR POCKET :gsl 1008 108.7 1907 1083 1126 1935 1635
(Base: 1900 = $1.00) 82 1232 1238 1908 1169  117.7 1936 167.2
; 1883 1207 1236 1909 1141  119.2 1937 1724
The dollar, valued in terms of the 1884 1145 1263 1910 1139 1192 1938  180.0
basket of goods it could buy in 1900, was 1885 1177 1234 1911 1134 1695 1939 186.1
only worth 6¢ in 1978/79, so the goods that 1886 1231 1254 1912 128.0 1382
could be purchased for $1.00 in 1900 would 1887 1143 1157 1913 1241 142.1

cost about $15.70 in 1978/79. BRIl R R

NOTE The number of food and grocery commodities for which retail prices were reported varied
between 18 and 40.

(a) From N.G. Butlin, Aust domestic product, investment and foreign borrowing, 1861-1938/39, Cambridge,
1962, Tb 267; base year converted from 1910/11 10 1899

(b) Revised Butlin index presented by R. Wilson, Captial imports and the terms of trade, Tb xiv; base year
converted from 1901 to 1899,
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PC 10-15 RETAIL PRICE INDEXES BY PC 16-20 RETAIL PRICE INDEXES BY
COMMODITY GROUP, AUSTRALIA COMMODITY GROUP, AUSTRALIA
1901-1938 1914-1959
Year  Grocertes Dairy  Mear Food & House  Com- Year Food &  Remt® Cloth-  Miscel-  Com-
31 Dec produce groceries  rent®  bined 30 New  groceries ing laneous  bined
a2 A ke s 16 17 18 19 20
1901 91.2 945 1101 972 751 880 1914 641 649 754 749 68.7
1902 93.6 1068 1251 1056 753 92.9 1915 84.2 659 792 786 782
1903 949 1002 1161 1019 756 91.0 1916 812 665 881 802 795
1904 87.0 871 1072 924 766 858 1917 836 685 992 882 847
1905 979 927 1058 986 782 90.1 1918 86.1 722 1097 972 905
1906 964 934 1053 980 793 902 1919 1026 768 123.8 103.6 1022
1907 885 955 1074 955 816 897 1920 1209 851 1365 1194 1166
1908 97.5 108.2 1069 103.1 839 951 1921 950 877 1246 101.0 1013
1909 97.4 1023 1040 100.6 86.7 94,8 1922 94.5 92.9 105.2 99.9 97.5
1910 997 998 1024 1005 919 970 31 Dec
1911 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
o2 194 115 108 109 Mes gt I iWs 950 T %99 1003
1913 1043 1080 119.8 109.5 1118 1104 1925 098 1008 991 992 997
1914 1062 110.8 1323 1144 1135 1140 1926 1023 1026 986 998 10L1
1915  127.2 1307 1781 1416 108.1 127.8 1927 1000 1030 975 1008 1002
1916 1279 1316 2056 1495 108.1 1324 1928 985 1066 997 1010 1000
s M WG e Bl on il na me o s
1919 1631 1526 2063 1716 1215 151.0 }gg‘l’ :;-é ‘3‘;'} g;-; g‘:}g g;;
1920 2039 1928 239.0 210.1 133.3 1785 1932 956 817 804 0S8 830
1921 1937 1815 1934 1902 1404 169.7 1933 751 804 787 950 804
1922 1774 1627 1587 168.4 148.0 160.0 1034 783 810 785 o044 817
1924 1650 163.0 198.2 1732 1609 1682 1036 825 870 792 047 850
1925 = s - 1785 163.2 1722 1937 851 912 8l.1 960 873
1926 5 oL - 1829 1725 178.6 1938 886 942 829 961 897
1927 i i - 1789 1734 176.0 1939 927 965 841 962 92.0
1928 5 o .- 1761 1758 179.0
1535 i N . 1866 1760 1822 1940 939 973 956 998 95.7
1941 947 97.6 1118 1060 100.8
1930 . - -+ 1682 168.5 168.3 1942 103.1 97.6 130.8 111.2 109.1
1931 s % - 1477 1483 1479 1943 1037 97.5 1440 1160 113.1
1932 i i 1425 1374 1403 1944 1026 97.6 1435 1165 112.6
1933 W 5 oo 1342 1356 1345 1945 1034 97.5 1425 1161 1126
1934 e - 1400 1365 1385 1946 1036 97.6 1505 1167 1145
1933 = % o 1442 1388 1420 1947 1100 97.7 1566 1199 118.8
1936 % 6 o 1475 1441 1461 1948 1256 97.9 1744 1257 1295
igg; = = =3 iggi = 2 1949 1394 982 1997 1338 1415
- 1950 1566 98.7 2286 1435 156.0
1951 2041 100.9 2749 167.9 1883
NOTE 1911 = 100.0. This is the A Series Retail Price Index 1952 2526 1057 309.6 1958 2196
compiled by the CBCS for the six state capitals. Forty-seven items 1953 264.1 113.8 3223 2053 230.2
of expenditure were included (18 groceries, 7 dairy products, 1954 267.1 1192 3218 2062 12326
21 _r:;alcurs,;ndr'lprednmin_am‘ rejnts for all houses}.l'l'hefﬁxed 1955 2811 122.6 3237 2081 2393
YSIBIS terk D, Npon fe R A 1956 2923 1325 3261 2236 2489
1906-10 [(production + imports) — exports]. For full details of the
e Lot s M o e o 1957 2973 1380 3357 2372 2567
7, 356. 1958 3021 1460 341.8 2424 2626
(a) All houses. 1959 3116 153.6 2455 248.1 269.6

NOTE 1923-27 = 100.0. The data represents the official
and modified C Series Retail Price Index of the CBCS. It
is derived from the weighted average prices of the six
capital cities, and incorporates a wide variety of food and
grocery items, rent, clothing, household drapery,
household ils, fuel, lighting, fares, tobacco, and
some other miscellaneous items. Onions and potatoes,
which fluctuated widely in price in 1956, are excluded
from the index for the 1956-59 period. Full details of
the composition of the C Series can be found in Labour
report 47, 1959, app iii.

(a) Four and five-roomed houses.

“T he retailer charges what he thinks the market will bear . . . isn’t that business?
J. B. Griffin, Retail Traders’ Association, 1974.
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PRICES AND CONSUMPTION

PC 32-40 WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES BY COMMODITY GROUP,
MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, 1861-1961

Y % : ; 3 : 275
i, W S B
jute,  produce ' 250
leather

GO T 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 225
1861 144 138 158 101 196 107 203 153 200
1871 110 126 124 8 159 e 04SN AT 104 o
1881 18 112 101 94 142 109 159 112 TS
1891 90 85 102 100 103 89 78 119 95 i85
1901 106 77 93 103 105 134 84 92 97
1902 101 76 119 121 94 145 84 88 105 125
1903 92 83 121 106 93 144 87 92 105
1904 82 88 75 88 92 143 84 87 89 100
1905 77 85 89 98 94 121 80 86 91
1906 88 98 92 97 92 111 90 85 95 75
1907 104 102 97 102 95 129 97 96 102
1908 103 90 131 120 97 133 93 89 111 50
1909 101 91 100 112 98 109 91 81 99 o
1910 100 105 97 110 100 101 100 90 100
1911 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 0
1912 102 99 137 121 105 136 106 98 117
1913 105 107 110 105 102 125 113 99 119 New South Wales
1914 110 103 121 114 102 151 108 125 115 ;
1915 128 102 216 153 113 243 127 153 160
1916 169 142 121 148 132 251 149 176 150
1917 213 201 116 142 134 240 183 217 166
1918 242 236 144 145 142 238 269 322 193 275
1919 212 236 198 165 151 234 285 290 206
1920 2300 262) 244> 221 192, 3287 323 283 248 250
1921 217 136 177 200 198 216 273 230 190
1922 194 168 163 165 187 179 200 196 176 225
1923 183 215 178 184 175 258 202 193 194 e
1924 183 242 165 165 172 222 181 181 188
1925 R T T T R | P S S I L 175
1926 194 158 200 178 173 193 166 182 183 ,
1927 196 165 183 182 172 211 162 187 182 150
1928 T A S P ST T T
1929 191 156 179 185 169 224 175 194 180 125
1930 187 113 148 163 167 202 187 198 160 )
1931 183 104 112 1400 1790 1SI. 203 217 143 100
1932 f74. 000 230 dd0: Cl9n 135 a4 213 ddl
1933 171, 4120 118 119 17l 149 208 201 14l 75
1934 166 126 129 127 174 154 202 202 147 =5
1935 160 122 134 133 173 151 196 200 147
1936 157 133 148 135 173 168 197 200 154 o5
1937 177 141 160 145 175 168 243 201 166
1938 175 105 179 155 175 187 224 206 166 )
1939 176 110 182 156 175 171 222 208 167
1940 TE50 0 a6 ST ISt (178 G18E 128000 230 1Tl Victoria
1941 196 140 172 155 188 178 314 253 180
1942 215 151 190 167 194 231 341 244 198
1943 227 195 196 172 194 237 376 244 212
1944 228 197 205 172 195 247 377 244 216

1945 227 196 226 173 197 256 377 253 223
1946 226 206 195 172 198 259 377 261 216
1947 239 269 202 176 217 275 380 284 236

'éd(fatfis‘ . Groceries
1948 283 362 238 210 244 298 463 318 282
1949 350 397 283 231 256 336 461 322 319

1950 390 546 316 246 283 462 557 326 382 l Wool, I
Meat

1951 508 794 451 293 285 644 707 329 510 cotton,
1952 648 737 504 402 346 629 934 372 565 jute, leather
1953 662 695 496 453 377 630 852 469 563

1954 . 538
1955 i o) i i i i3 i ik 555 Agricultural Building
1956 o i v s e e o o 592 ¢
1957 iy i N i = e o o 531 produce materials
1958 o8 i s fics e i B 5 558
1959 i “e e s . i “n as 540
1960 T e = e BT o = - 586 Dai ;
1961 ] iy . L i i o .o 591 .pﬁ:lvguce lGhemscaIs
NotE 1911 = 100 For details of the indexes’ composition see Labour report 38, 1949, 43-5. A COMPARISON OF VICTORIAN
(a) Mostly timber. AND NEW SOUTH WALES
(b) Excluding fextiliser, WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES BY

(c) Weighted average.

COMMODITY GROUP, 1921
(Base: 1911=100)
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PRICES AND CONSUMPTION

PC 79 GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT, PRICE DEFLATOR INDEX, AUSTRALIA 1851-1985

Year Year Year Year Year Year
30 Fune 30 Fune 30 Fune 30 Fune 30 June 30 Fune

79 79 79 79 79 79
1851 705 1874 1096 1897 856 1920 1856 1943 1911 1966 6630
1852 901 1875 1071 1898 866 1921 1801 1944 1966 1967 6849
1853 1229 1876 1055 1899 876 1922 1706 1945 2041 1968 7041
1854 1463 1877 1043 1900 877 1923 1808 1946 2199 1969 7275
1855 1546 1878 1011 1901 911 1924 1808 1947 2411 1970 7603
1856 1319 1879 990 1902 877 1925 1863 1948 2678 1971 7956
1857 1203 1880 986 1903 904 1926 1849 1949 2945 1972 8 454
1858 1346 1881 977 1904 849 1927 1849 1950 3212 1973 9244
1859 1290 1882 1023 1905 856 1928 1877 1951 4034 1974 10 636
1860 1165 1883 1057 1906 884 1929 1884 1952 4206 1975 12 567
1861 1182% 1884 1028 1907 870 1930 1699 1953 4808 1976 14 478
1862 1187 1885 1018 1908 938 1931 1541 1954 4945 1977 16 078
1863 1163 1886 1005 1909 966 1932 1425 1955 4973 1978 17 324
1864 1094 1887 974 1910 993 1933 1404 1956 5130 1979 18 695
1865 1059 1888 983 1911 1000 1934 1452 1957 5480 1980 20772

1866 1076 1889 1016 1912 1089 1935 1500 1958 5486 1981 22933
1867 1034 1890 1026 1913 1082 1936 1569 1959 5486 1982 25259

1868 988 1891 982 1914 1158 1937 1658 1960 5740 1983 27960
1869 989 1892 920 1915 1274 1938 1685 1961 5911 1984 30078
1870 982 1893 879 1916 1322 1939 1719 1962 5986 1985 31927
1871 980 1894 828 1917 1438 1940 1774 1963 6048
1872 1016 1895 802 1918 1521 1941 1788 1964 6274

1873 1081 1896 827 1919 1603 1942 1815 1965 6438

{a) Year ending 31 Dec 1860.

3600

3200
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Manufacturing
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Railways
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HISTORICAL STATISTICS

AUSTRALIANS
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PRICES AND CONSUMPTION

PC 90-99 PRICE INDEXES FOR EXPENDITURE ON GROSS DOMESTIC

PRODUCT, AUSTRALIA 1950-1983

PRIVATE GROSS GOODS &
FIXED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE SERVICES
Year Private  Duell- Non-  Equij i
30 Fune final ings  dwell- q;;ﬁ; des ex;;bj:f ncg’:; Hapors mpore obE
con- g ture  expendi-
sumption con- fure
expendi- struciion
ture
a0 91 92 93 9 95 96 97 98 99
1954=100.0
e ——
1950 65.8 64.6 64.0 64.2 62.5 65.3 776 80.2 65.0
1951 74.7 729 75.6 74.8 73.6 738 1304 92.1 80.5
1952 89.8 87.3 90.8 89.7 87.2 89.3 101.7 1145 85.1
1953 97.5 98.9 98.9 98.9 96.6 976 1028 1068 97.3
1954 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1960=100.0
1954 83.6 85.2 84.7 B4.8 79.3 829 1152 916 86.2
1955 85.3 89.6 86.1 87.0 82.4 85.1 107.1 93.3 86.6
1956 88.8 95.0 90.0 91.3 88.1 89.1 100.5 97.1 89.4
1957 94.0 96.9 93.6 94.4 91.3 935 1123 1010 95.5
1958 95.4 98.4 96.7 D72 93.0 951 1059 1019 95.6
1959 97.3 98.7 98.1 98.3 94.0 96.7 93.5 100.8 95.6
1960 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.00 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1967=100.0
1960 84.6 86.6 84.9 91.3 88.7 79.3 84.3 93.9 96.6 83.9
1961 88.2 89.6 87.2 92.1 90.4 82.1 87.4 90.3 97.3 86.2
1962 88.6 89.6 87.4 92.7 90.8 84.4 88.0 90.5 96.3 87.3
1963 89.5 89.7 88.1 93.1 91.1 854 88.8 93.5 97.1 88.3
1964 90.9 91.6 89.9 93.7 92.4 88.6 90.6 1019 96.4 91.5
1965 94.0 94.2 943 95.6 95.0 92.7 94.0 98.6 97.6 94.1
1966 97.1 97.0 96.1 98.0 973 95.3 96.7 99.9 98.9 96.8
1967 100.0 100.0 100.00 1000 100.0 1000 1000 1000 100.0 100.0
1968 103.3 1029 1028 1021 1025 1042 103.1 96.5 1002 102.6
1969 106.1 1058 107.8 1055 1061 1089 106.5 98.4 1003 1063
1970 1099 1101 1126 1097 1104 1154 111.1 1008 1015 1109
1971 116.,5 1155 1198 1174 1174 1253 1185 986 1054 117.2
1972 123.8 1242 1286 1253 1257 1371 1273 1016 1103 125.2
1973 131.0 1346 1374 1295 1326 1491 1347 1200 1084 136.1
1974 146.0 161.3 157.7 137.7 1488 171.2 1505 143.0 1192 1554
1975 170.2 1998 199.7 1664 182.0 215.2 180.7 1729 1538 1847
1975=100.0
1967 56.7 49.1 50.0 61.8 35.6 47.4 54.2 55.5 57.0 53.9
1968 58.8 50.6 51.4 62.4 56.3 49.6 56.1 54.4 58.0 55.6
1969 60.5 52.0 53.9 64.2 58.1 51.5 57.6 55.7 57.8 57.3
1970 63.0 4.1 56.3 65.8 599 54.3 60.3 58.5 59.8 60.1
1971 66.9 36.6 60.0 68.2 62.8 58.8 64.5 56.7 64.9 63.2
1972 71.4 60.9 64.5 729 67.2 64.2 69.1 58.9 69.1 67.4
1973 75.9 67.1 68.9 759 71.4 69.7 739 71.5 69.9 74.0
1974 85.0 81.6 78.9 81.4 80.9 80.6 83.2 85.7 771.9 84.4
1975 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1976 1156 1158 1160 1161 1160 1151 1155 1075 111.0 1149
1977 129.0 130.0 1305 130.1 130.1 1285 1289 1196 1287 1274
1978 1413 1379 141.7 1474 1434 1387 1413 1244 1459 1377
1979 154.1 142.0 1513 1626 1546 1477 151.7 1439 159.1 149.2
1980 168.9 1527 1692 1809 1699 1628 167.7 1645 1883 1639
1980=100.0
1970 37.0 35.1 329 376 35.7 33.1 358 35.0 306 36.7
1971 39.3 37.0 35.2 396 37.8 359 383 34.4 335 384
1972 41.9 39.9 37.8 42.1 40.4 389 41.0 35.2 356 40.9
1973 44.6 438 40.7 43.5 43.0 423 43.8 42.1 36.0 44.7
1974 50.0 53.2 46.6 46.0 48.3 48.9 49.6 50.2 41.0 51.3
1975 58.9 65.2 59.6 56.6 59.5 60.9 59.3 60.1 526 60.7
1976 68.2 76.0 69.1 65.2 69.0 70.1 68.8 64.1 58.7 69.8
1977 76.2 84.9 77.5 7238 77.3 78.5 76.8 71.6 67.8 776
1978 83.3 90.4 84.1 82.0 84.7 85.1 84.1 74.3 715 836
1979 90.8 93.4 90.5 90.9 91.5 90.7 90.6 82.3 83.1 90.1
1980 100.0 100.0 1000 1000 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1981 109.3 1124 1122 1098 1109 1122 1101 107.8 1085 110.0
1982 119.5 1261 1267 1189 122.0 1267 121.3 1100 111.7 1214
1983 1327 1388 1439 1322 1359 1404 1351 117.5 1214 1346
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AUSTRALIANS HISTORICAL STATISTICS

PC 100-105 ANNUAL AVERAGES, RETAIL PRICES, SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES

1850-1983

Year Bread Tea Sugar Butter Cheese Potatoes Year Bread Tea Sugar Butter Cheese Potatoes
100 101 102 103 104 105 100 101 102 103 104 105

dper dperlb dperlb dperlb dperlb dper dper dperlb dperib dperlb dperlb  dper

21b loaf 14lb_ 21b loaf I41b

1850 45 220 35 150 7.0 105 1918 R L e s )
1851 50 160 35 150 7.0 90 1919 42 201 35 219 158 329
1852 45 160 35 150 70 90 1920 59 285 54 284 175 265
1853 65 16.0 3.5 173 735 195 1921 &2 g 57 247 159 165
1854 7.5 300 50 270 9.0 278 gy 4ig g gm0 o1
1855 90 290 7.0 280 150 319 1923 47 258 49 258 183 289
1856 75 265 55 230 140 150 1924 49 274 46 206 143 195
1857 5.0 300 7.5 240 120 21.8 1925 55 27.7 460 203 e Lan
1858 6.0 300 70 240 120 233 1926 59 272 46 241 161 374
1859 6.0 30,0 50 220 120 120 1927 6.1 269 46 237 160 288
1860 65 270 55 180 220 113 1928 60 268 46 232 150 192
1861 65 280 55 200 90 109 1929 57 261 46 247 162 422
1862 45 240 45 270 9.0 120 1930 5.5 7520 dhordas g
1863 4.0 240 45 180 100 105 1931 s A naiy 46 190 119 187
1864 5.5 240 45 180 80 75 1932 53 264 45 174 129 188
1865 7.5 240 45 21.0 9.0 120 1933 53 905 40 153 107 16.0
1866 65 300 40 150 120 9.0 1934 50 275 40 146 105 193
1867 35 240 40 180 75 105 1935 52 267 40 170 117 246
1868 40 240 40 150 90 135 o34 52 267 40 168 105 209
1869 35 240 40 180 60 60 1937 57 264 40 175 107 163
1870 35 240 40 150 60 75 1938 53 265 45 174 186 188
1871 35 270 40 150 7.5 60 1939 60 273 40 190 146 356
1872 35 210 40 120 90 75  Tgqp 60 295 40 190 147 274
1873 40 210 40 150 50 53 1941 60 355 40 190 153 210
1874 35 210 40 190 60 7l 1942 60 402 40 199 168 350
1875 30 210 45 150 90 83 943 58 352 40 200 172 250
1876 35 21.0 40 15.0 7.0 7 | 1944 58 27.0 40 200 171 17.6
1877 4.0 240 40 18.0 6.0 7.1 1945 58  27.0 40 200 174 168
1878 4.0 210 40 150 6.0 8.6 1946 58 27.0 40 200 176 168
1879 35 18.0 35 105 6.0 9.0 1947 5.9 320 40 203 176 188
1880 30 240 40 100 70 64 1948 69 330 45 248 187 238
1881 35 240 35 105 65 60 1949 74 330 46 260 194 430
1882 40 240 40 150 80 83 g5y 79 361 50 260 195 466
1883 35 240 40 160 100 90  jo5) 95 462 58 289 211 670
1884 30 180 35 150 9.0 938 1952 117 474 79 435 304 788
1885 30 210 3.0 210 120 83 1953 120 525 9.0 495 336 1020
1886 3.5 210 35 2RO I3 9.4 1954 133 536 90 494 336 678
1887 35 210 35 160 105 75 jg55 136 851 90 510 347 9438
1888 30 180 35 190 85 90 956 143 820 97 538 380 18038
1889 35 18.0 33 160 9.0 135 1957 155 794 101 545 409 85.0
1890 35 180 35 120 80 90 1958 165 764 101 542 413 724
1891 35 240 33 130 90 75 1959 160 794 101 556 422 796
1892 35 180 30 150 80 83 1960 162 784 102 557 433 736
1893 33 180 25 135 80 94 TR R TR T
1894 28 18.0 25 120 8.0 6.8 900g loaf 454y 454g  454g 454 6.356kg
1893 28 180 25 120 B0 64 gl 148 642 92 485 370 894
1896 30 180 25 120 80 83 1962 157 650 92 485 371 926
1897 30 180 25 120 80 79  jg63 159 632 92 484 368 666
1898 25 180 2.0 120 8.0 135 1964 160 624 93 483 450 644
1899 30 180 23 120 80 139 1965 163 612 96 502 448 1280
1900 30 160 23 110 75 101 1966 180 616 95 5L1 452 730
1901 310 M50 S o e G B 1967 185 616 102 512 478 868
1902 33 150 25 140 100 113 1968 191 616 110 536 47.6 1024
1903 33 150 25 110 9.0 86 1969 200 586 110 536 474 7718
1904 28 150 25 105 80 6.0 1970 210 568 110 544 480 826
1905 28 150 25 130 80 158 1971 220 596 106 543 474 1108
1906 28 150 25 130 85 158 1972 240 652 107 580 506 87.0
1907 30 150 25 130 80 68 1973 250 622 104 580 528 1438
1908 33 150 25 145 100 109 974 3.0 61.0 108 60.0 61.0 2480
1909 35 150 28 130 100 109 49752 5823 890 114 700 760 1402
1910 35 150 25 130 90 113 1976 649 834 116 77.1 803 1792
1911 35 155 23 1as 88 123 1977 66.2 140.0 129 828 87.5 1424
1912 35 158 28 153 108 228 1978 715 1489 143 844 944 165.3
1913 35 158 28 138 95 128 1979 754 1344 182 872 999 260.6
1914 35 158 28 143 100 131 1980 80.7 130.8 193 953 109.0 2479
1915 43 170 28 17.0 120 173 1981 90.0 1362 213 1108 1217 3242
1916 40 181 35 173 121 185 1982 96.6 141.6 229 1326 1453 279.7
1917 40 182 35 187 126 160 1983  103.2 1435 26,1 1489 200.0 406.8

NoTE  Retail prices are subject to significant changes in the quality and type of goods being measured. The retail prices have been
adjusted from the original source 1o adopt a standard measure of weight throughout the series.

(a) From 1975, there is a major change in the quality of bread.
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PRICES AND CONSUMPTION

PC 106-107 WOOL AND WHEAT PRICES, ANNUAL AVERAGES, AUSTRALIA 1850-1969

Year Wheai, Aust Year Wheat, Aust Year Wheat, Aust Year Wheat, Aust
whole-  greasy whole- greasy whole- greasy whale- greasy
sale wool® sale wool® sale wool® sale wool®
price price price price
106 107 106 107 106 107 106 107
5 per d per 5 per d per 5 per d per 5 per d per
bushel b bushel b bushel L] bushel b
1850 3.92 1880 405 11.50 1910 379 1250 1940 373 1459
1851 7.94 1881 415 12.00 1911 3.17 11.50 1941 378 1479
1852 8.25 1882 5.00 12.00 1912 3.36  11.50 1942 4.01 15.01
1853 9.51 1883 475 1200 1913 3.28 12.50 1943 395 17.06
1854 10.82 v 1884 367 11.00 1914 3.25 1250 1944 395 17.07
1855 18.50 10.25 1885 333  10.00 1915 7.06 11.50 1945 395 17.11
1856 950 11.50 1886 384 8.50 1916 3.75 1250 1946 395 17.01
1857 811 12.00 1887 375 1L.00 1917 4.00 16.00 1947 395 2542
1858 125 9.25 1888 333  10.00 1918 4.00 16.00 1948 6.00 39.61
1859 10.00 12.25 1889 4.58 10.5 1919 4.75 16.00 1949 6.67 48.82
1860 862 14.00 1890 3.67 11.0 1920 7.71  16.00 1950 6.67 84.00
1861 6.00 13.00 1891 342  10.00 1921 4.50 13.00 1951 8.32 175.00
1862 5.58 11.00 1892 4.08 8.50 1922 479  13.00 1952 10,77  89.00
1863 573 11.50 1893 2.96 8.50 1923 4.50 19.00 1953 1269 95.00
1864 10.00 11.50 1894 1.96 7.75 1924 4,25 25.00 1954 1413 94.00
1865 8.88 10.50 1895 1.63 9.50 1925 5.06 23.00 1955 14.07 o
1866 7.00 12.50 1896 4.44 9.00 1926 4.56 17.25 1956 -+ 65.00
1867 575 13.00 1897 5.27 9.00 1927 3.77 1725 1957 13.85 90.00
1868 7.25 9.50 1898 4.08 10.00 1928 313 2079 1958 1433  70.00
1869 6.45 8.50 1899 217° 1350 1929 3.25 1751 1959 1468 55.00
1870 5.25 9.25 1900 242  15.00 1930 2.27  10.55 1960 15.03  60.00
1871 6.13 7.50 1901 2,48 Tt 1931 1.08 8.79 1961 15.38 i
1872 567 12.00 1902 2.90 8.75 1932 3.20 9.59 1962 15.83
1873 5.88 1250 1903 6.00 9.00 1933 2.90 9.02 1963 15.85
1874 6.00 11.75 1904 267 10.00 1934 296 1643 1964 145.90
1875 563 175 1905 295 10.00 1935 327 1012 1965 147.10
1876 575 12.50 1906 2.87 10.25 1936 412 1487 1966 153.60
1877 6.25 14.00 1907 Q’éb 11.00 1937 546 17.62 1967 157.30
1878 512 10.50 1908 4.04 1250 1938 4.08 13.14 1968 165.90
1879 4.25 10.00 1909 377 1250 1939 263 11.10 1969 170.70

NOTE Wool and wheat prices are subject to significant changes in the quality and type of goods being measured. With wheat, in

particular, it is not always evident at which point in the working chain the price is taken,

(a) In 1855-1900, Aust average greasy merino; in 1901-25, Vic average greasy merino; 1925-60, average quality Vic wool.
(b) In 1899-1907, price appears to be amount paid to grower.

PC 108-109 WOOL AND WHEAT PRICES, ANNUAL AVERAGES,
AUSTRALIA 1950-1985

Year E’::kpmn Aust Year Exf:‘::a Aust Year m‘ Aust
= P ey P

108 109 108 109 108 109

§ per c per $ per c per 5 per ¢ per

tonne kg tonne kg tonne kg

1950 116.4 1962 5395 995 1974 135.17 181.2
1951 264.9 1963 56.62 108.3 1975 116.52 126.9
1952 133.1 1964 56.62 128.0 1976 106.39 1433
1953 150.3 1965 51.07 105.5 1977 96.54 182.7
1954 149.7 1966 54.86 1104 1978 116.48 187.1
1955 w1302 1967 54.96 104.5 1979 137.63 2053
1956 47.64 1129 1968 52.19 920 1980 153.18 2436
1957 50.77 146.3 1969 50.82 985 1981 152.03 256.0
1958 5344 114.7 1970 48.32 818 1982 152.50 264.7
1959 49.55 89.2 1971 51.72  64.7 1983 17992 269.9
1960 49.14 106.2 1972 LR s 1984 170.73¢ 2938
1961 5040 956 1973 97.38 183.8 1985  195.50° 318.6

(a) Export price is for Aust standard wheat.
(b) Aust average growing merino.
(c) In 1983-84 and 1984-85, Aust wheat values were quoted in US dollars; they have been

converted at the rate of 0.8932 and 0.7433 respectively.

‘South Australian farmers live comfortably and die in obscurity by growing wheat;
but South Australian squatters make splendid fortunes or are ruined magnificently

by growing wool.” Anthony Trollope, 1873.
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AUSTRALIANS HISTORICAL STATISTICS

PC 110-181 ANNUAL PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION oF SELECTED FOODSTUFFS, AUSTRALIA 1936-1981

PRICES

AND CONSUMPTION

Year 30 June 1936-39 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 o959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1972 1974 1976 1978 1979 1980

Flour® 1i0 81,5 927 927 901 911 900 917 895 884 907 869 855 B35 820 837 Ble 798 798 759 763 766 776 763 TE4 782 768 772 76.4 76.8 74.1 676 T70.2 709

Breakfast foods 111 48 53 49 s0 56 57 51. §52° S1 550 590 58 59 60 65 (60 57 60 64 64 62 65 66 69 64 68 Il 6.1 6.6 7.1 80 84 73

2 Rice, milled 1z g By e TR FAR T ST T R e TR B B G R B T T A R R R G o ; B i i o

E S Rice, table 113 o 15 a i ¥ i 2 i o 50 = e e 4 £ i e e 5 i = il EF 3t 55 o i 1.8 2.0 2.4 25 2.5 26
= =] Pearl barley 114 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 . . o . . e
= &= Sago & tapioca 115 0.5 3 o i 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3 0:2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 e (i s o . -
Toral 116 89.1 97.7 968 978 959 960 987 951 934 914 901 922 897 g75 878 843 B46 848 862 851 878 873 B62 870 84.4 85.7 83.7 78.0 811 807

Bread® 117 . o .5 o + v st s e rr -« 767 711 716 713 764 766 T45 733 717 or = rs v v v 56.6 56.2 54.8 53.2 522 534

Refined sugar 118 318 315 331 319 310 324 306 303 31.0 289 289 293 284 281 273 268 174 246 242 240 235 241 235 226 210 217 204 20.1 17.4 16.0 14.8 142 129

az Sugar in manufactured prod 119 162 198 185 23.0 225 240 223 210 235 240 2001 213 228 237 223 239 30 251 242 260 255 252 265 275 279 268 284 29.4 319 338 349 353 348

3 Total® 120 i Sl v s e o 3 F ] kS i i = ] s .- v - 3 i e S23° 533 5330 15Xl 519 519 e 54.4 49.8 49.7 495 477

2 Honex. syrup i2i e 22 2l 2.1 23 32 32 ByR AR 330 Ze 28 250 33 ¥ IR 30 3.6 31 29 27 3.5 4.1 3.9 40 42 .- . . 0.7 1.0 0.8 09
"Tetal 122 4 7 T & 5 |y k. e 2 B I 3 o b b o, i o . = - i . - o » i 1 e 54.1 540 536 519

Dried pulses 123 0.7 0.9 1.1 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.2 2.0 1.8 1.5 1.0 1.7 1.3 1.4 1:5 1.0 10 0.9 1.2 1.3 15 1.4 1.5 1.4 15 1.1 1.0 . 0.9 2.5 14 2.2 1.4

2 u Peanuts (kernel equiv) 124 0.4 0.2 03 0.9 1.0 1.2 1.2 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.9 It 0.5 0.3 11 0.9 1.1 0.9 1.3 1.2 1.0 Lo 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.0 1.0 1.1 33 31 26 29
= E Treenuts (kernel equiv) 125 0.4 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.7 06 09 10 06 06 08 09 06 06 07 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.9 09 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0 w . v . .- .-
=i Cocoa (raw bean equiv) 126 0.9 1.5 1.5 § b 1.4 1.6 1.6 1.7 1.5 1.3 1.1 1.3 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.5 1.7 1.6 1.5 1.6 1.7 v 1.9 - . .-
o Total (edible weight)® 127 24 2.7 3.1 4.0 4.2 4.9 4.6 53 5.0 4.0 4.2 4.7 4.4 3.7 3.7 4.0 18 4.1 4.3 4.9 5.2 4.7 5.0 5.0 5.4 5.0 4.7 s “r . o e .
Poratoes, white 128 467 512 538 562 60.0 594 487 49.0 414 487 434 550 463 399 485 534 519 519 389 437 554 467 419 507 499 5001 6l 56.6 45.5 46.6 508 519 552

E Other roat & bulb veg! 129 » e - - 14.0 151 145 (117 1EBT 144 A4 123 122 1E3 135 152 125 13.1 12.4 13.0 136 147 158 160 17.7 15.6 18.0 17.1 17.5 16.0 170 173 174

=] Tomatoes 130 7.1 7.3 99 113 138 108 96 118 101 Lt 84 1L5 U6 145 117 124 110 135 133 124 132 142 140 46 139 141 14.8 14.9 13.3 132 138 146

= Leafy & green veg® 131 263, 221 254 207 192 175 181 168 117 162 161 166 164 166 183 168 150 17.9 17.5 19.2 19.3 195 209 20.1 220 206 210 214 21.0 23.6 227 277 253

§ Other vegh 132 . r . . 241 04 222 Gr2 2190 2060 1990 178 A%S ATl 194 193' qo3 71 178 113 182 173 1h6 1%y 186 183 177 17.5 15.0 15.7 17.8 197" 173
Total (fresh equiv weight) 133 i Gi3 o 1311 123.2 1131 1106 1029 1094 1005 1101 1039 965 1142 1168 141 1110 1001 1065 1189 1144 1104 1185 1226 1186 1319 127.4 113.8 115.1 1216 1303 130.2

Citrus fruit* 134 146 1045 126 150 151 135 01727 153 168 1392 131 170 159 181 169 158 152 18.5 160 193 214 1920803100 19.00 ~221 210 243 273 313 39.6 357 357 405

E s Other fresh fruit 135 423 460 447 426 392 413 375 350 3427 339 293 358 340 401 320 365 1374 38.7 387 392 379 417 353 40.0 36.2 398 44.7 o .- s o ‘. e
&3 Jams, conserves, etc 137 5.1 5.6 5.6 6.3 5.4 6.4 5.0 5.3 5.0 4.5 39 4.1 4.1 4.4 4.4 3.6 37 3.9 38 3.6 36 36 3.5 34 33 34 33 29 2.2 1.4 L8 23 1.6
E = Dried frun " 138 4.1 38 2.5 2.6 2.6 34 29 32 26 24 33 3.6 2.5 2.5 23 36 2.4 3l 29 33 3.4 2.4 2.6 21 25 2.3 24 25 24 YAy 2.0 2.0 24
= P Processed fruit! 139 4.7 3.0 2.9 36 38 5.0 6.0 5.5 54: &5 &5 55 63 62 61 6.7 5.7 6.8 79 7.4 9.2 8.4 9.0 9.3 93 108 0.5 9.4 10.2 10.1 10.7 106 121
Total (fresh fruit equiv) 140 e v e s e . ‘e s e v o . “r =2 A ot & .y .. 823 820 206 823 847 924 93.0 89.4 99.0 89.8 936 106.7

Carcass, beef 141 63,1 414 390 419 434 430 546 559 592 535 539 516 524 536 580 558 529 443 384 420 449 475 450 420 386 407 414 39.2 41.1 67.6 68.1 555 46.6

Carcass, mution 142 2r00 413 210 231 207 199 202 206 173 134 223, 231 235 221 211 228 243 287 284 289 23] 218 208 209 18.7 18.9 19.1 20.1 8.6 7.0 ST 4.6 5.1

Carcass, lamb 143 68 00 113 103 98 A5 ‘127 123 ‘111 108 130 122 11,7 1k 125 123 144 176 172 193 189 188 178 167 193 196 217 24.1 154 16.7 138 141 158

Carcass, pork 144 4.7 3.2 ot 2.7 2.1 32 33 3.2 3.1 33 2.6 3.5 4.6 4.4 3.9 49 4.8 4.6 5.1 6.1 5.4 5.2 5.4 6.0 6.1 6.6 7.3 6.8 6.7 4.4 4.6 38 49

= Total carcass 145 1016 859 795 780 770 836 908 920 907 860 918 904 922 919 955 963 969 952 891 963 923 934 839 856 BL7 859 896 90.2 1.8 95.8 90.1 779 724

E Canned meat (canned weight) 146 0.9 0.9 0.8 1.1 1.1 153 1.1 1.6 1.4 1.1 0.9 0.9 1.4 1.5 1.4 20 21 1.8 1.9 1.7 1.2 1.9 21 2.0 2.4 2.2 24 205 24 1.7 1.7 1.4 1.4
Bacon & ham (cured carcass wcighl}“ 147 4.6 4.6 4.5 5.4 5.7 54 4.7 4.3 3.7 52 3.3 3.2 3.6 3.4 gl 3.2 32 3.2 i1 3.2 33 3.3 34 34 37 35 35 4.9 5.4 L 6.1 6.5 6.3

Offal & meat (nei) 148 38 4.1 4.0 4.1 4.2 4.1 38 43 40 . 41 46 48 48 46 47 b3 4.4 5.2 4.9 5.2 5.6 5.8 5.6 5.2 5.0 5.2 5.1 5.9 4.4 6.7 7.0 5.6 4.7

Total {(carcass equiv weight) 149 . we g - s . - . - E e . - .. .- ~r A v i AR S 065 1021 982 954 987 1024 105.8 86.7 111.6 1076 942 872

Poultry (dressed weight) 150 ) 3.9 4.3 48 48 4.8 4.4 4.4 4.4 44 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 5.2 6.2 74 8.4 9.0 12.6 13.6 14.5 16.9 18.9 203

5 ‘6’ Eggs in shell 151 2350 271.0 2650 246.0 2430 230.0 222.0 213.0 209.0 197.0 188.0 190.0 194.0 193.0 197.0 1920 1920 1980 1950 198.0 1990 2000 2020 205 206 206 206 =R S i % ] S
@a S Ege pulp iequiv no of eggs) 152 80 17.0 280 200 240 200 260 230 190 200 150 130 150 11.0 130 110 120 140 140 130 100 120 140 14 12 13 13 o o = . o e
S 2 | Toual (k) 153 120 142 144 131 131 123 122 117 113 108 100 100 103 100 104 100 1010 104 118 119 118 121 123 125 125 125 125 123 12.4 124 124 126 125
R Total (equiv no of eggs) 154 2430 288.0 293.0 266.0 267.0 250.0 248.0 236.0 2280 217.0 203.0 203.0 209.0 2040 2100 203.0 204.0 2120 2090 201.00 209.0 213.0 217.0 220 220 221 22.0 21.8 21.9 220 219 214 220
Fish, Aust™ 155 - 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.3 1.5 1.6 2.0 | B 1.7 1.6 1.5

E Fish, imported™ 156 29 2.1 24 2.4 27 26 2.5 23 2.3 2.5 7 2.6 2.3 2.2 2.3 24 24 29 2.7 26 2.?{ 1.4 14 17 L5 16 17 1.9 18 1.6 17 15 19

&= Crustaceans & molluscs™ 157 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 03 04 05 03 03 03 07 05 05 04 04 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.7 0.8 1.0 0.7 0.9 12 1.0 0.9 1.0 09

§ Cured (cured weight)™ 158 i . . . - - A 4 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.2 0.6 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.5 03 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.5 .. 1.1 . v + e

= Canned weight, Aust 159 1.8 B 0.1 13 1.1 | 1 S X 7 1 i ) IR s 7 P s R | 1.1 1.3 1.5 i 1.3 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.4 03 0.5 0.5 0.4 B o . -

&2 Canned weight, imported 160 . . 2l Gt = s - 000 00 00 00 0.0 00 00 00 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.3 v s £ e
Total™ 161 5.0 o v . s o o - 4.7 4.7 36 4.8 4.6 4.6 4.0 4.5 43 32 A 4.8 5.1 53 o 5.9 50 5.5 59 5.8 7 6.6 7.0 6.7 7.0

Fluid whole milk® 162 106.5 1269 1251 129.7 1352 1392 1424 1360 1292 1279 1265 129.2 1292 1297 1297 1283 1283 1300 1306 1297 1260 1277 1323 1305 1282 1291 127.7 119.8 114.5 i 98.3 101.1 101.4 1023
Condensed etc, sweetenedP 163 ) 5 B 1.0 1.2 1.0 1.3 1.0 0.9 0.9 & 0.8 . 1.1 0.8 0.7 0.7

2 | Condensed ete, unsweetened® 164 LGS 323 SRR 20 At et R s LA 2 SR DR a0 s TR DB 300 AL 40N LIRS T e e S s 70 By s e ot ay 23 25 22
=5 Skim milk 165 7 2l 1 00 21 s st . ) o i 0.1 07 04 0S5 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.8 1.0 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.7 0.7 1.2 0.9 0.9 0.8 B 1.5 1.6 1.6 14
& B Powdered milk, full cream 166 1.2 Ll 1.4 1.5 13 1.4 55 } b 1.2 13 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.3 L1 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.1 1ok 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8 1.0 153 1.2 1.2 1.4 1.4 0.9 1.0
% 2 | Powdered milk, skim9 167 o - i .- . . . o . o . . o = - - v B 2.7 2.5 a1 29 34 39 41 4.5 4.0 43 4.7 3.8 4.2 3.8 3.0 AT,
== Infants’ & invalids” foods 168 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.9 0.9 1.2 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.3 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.5 1.7 4l 12 1.0 L 1.4 1.5 2.1 1.4 1.3 1.1 1.2
Cheese’ 169 2.0 2.7 2.7 28 2.7 2.5 2.3 28 2.9 25 27 3.0 28 2.6 24 3.1 23 28 2.9 3.0 3.0 33 34 36 35 34 3.6 4.1 4.5 5.1 5.3 5.2 59 6.3 6.3 6.8

Total® 170 . ser jyeime e e | ies s B el e e e G - - - - 245 250 253 253 254 257 260 254 262 246 241 234 232 228 237

i Butter 171 148 124 117 114 114 112 109 114 139 140 132 138 136 131 126 125 1.7 118 11.3 10.8 107 106 102 9.9 9.9 9.8 9.6 . 93 8.6 8.2 73 T2 6.8 5l 4.5 4.6

= | Margarine, table 172 - i - o . . . i i " . . . v te -3 =4 o o e 2.0 20 21 1.9 1.3 1.4 /! 13 13 1.6 1.7 ol 3.1 57 59: 6.5

- Margarine, other 173 18 18 26 2.1 2.3 2.4 2.7 2.8 27 29 2.5 2.5 24 21 | 21 2.3 2.6 26 25, 28 29 28 2.6 2.9 34 37 8 38 4.0 4.0 4.0 38 3.9 2.9 2.9 205

et Margarine, total 174 {f £ s . v - - .- .- .- - e .- . o i = .- e . ‘e 4.9 4.8 4.7 4.8 4.7 5.1 5.1 5:1 53 5.6 5.7 6.0 7.0 8.6 8.9 8.9

S | Total (far content)" 175 - = - .- : - = st - . - - - gp o R - . . . o 146 143 143 142 143 142 141 137 136 134 2 216 217 214 215
Tea 176 3.1 2.7 25 3.0 3.0 2.9 28 31 34 2.9 29 il 2.7 2.7 2.8 2.7 26 27 2.7 16 26 2.6 26 2:5 2.4 23 2.3 22 2.2 2.1 2.0 1.9 1.9 1.6 1:7 1.6

ﬁ Coffee" 177 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.9 Lo 1.0 1.1 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.2 13 1.3 1.4 12 1.4 15 13 1.7 | 7

= Aerated & carbonated waters 178 = = .- .- - - - .- .. .- o . .. . .- s 2 4ix +e o -« 382 396 414 436 482 500 518 564 581 647 634 65.2 69.0 66,5 643

§ Beer (litres) 179 514 592 587 610 723 705 B8l4 828 896 965 992 1051 1106 1101 1042 1047 1010 10238 1028 1024 1033 1064 1100 1100 113.2 1168 1205 123.7 1267 1256 139.0 137.4 1376 1342 1343

& | Wine (litres) 180 2.7 50 50 46 50 64 64 68 73 82 64 64 50 50 50 50 5.0 5.0 5.5 5.0 5.5 5.5 5.5 59 6, 7.7 8.2 9.1 8.7 8. 98 110 13.0 143 165 174
Spirits 181 0.5 0.8 0.8 08 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 = 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.8 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.1 13 11 1.0

(a) The flour used for breadmaking is included in PC 110 in 1972-81.

(b} Number of 2 Ib (900 g) loaves.

(¢) Before 1975, includes the sugar content of syrups, honey and glucose,

(d) From 1976, includes the sugar content of syrups and glucose.

(e) PC 127 based on simple addition of components in 1936/39-1963,

(f) Includes onions and carrots; sweet potatoes included after 1969,

(g} Includes cabbage and peas.

(h} Includes cauliflowers and pumpkins; before 1969, included sweet potatoes.

(i) In 1964-71, included fresh equivalent of manufactured products.

(i) Includes canned and bouled fruit.

(k) In 1972-75 excludes canned goods.

(I In 1936/39-1963, 101als based on adding eggs in shell 10 egg pulp equivaleny; in 1964-71, total eggs and egg products; before 1971, includes an allowance for powdered eggs.
(m) Fresh and frozen.

(n) Includes salted fish. In 1971/72-74/75 comprised salted, dried, smoked, and other forms of prepared seafood.
(o) After 1979, known as ‘market milk (fluid whole)”.

(p) Condensed, concentrated and evaporated milk, full cream. Before 1972, PC 164 included icecream mix.

(q) Before 1975, included buttermilk, and mixed skim and buttermilk.

(r) Before 1972, combined product and natural equivalent weights.

(s) Converted to milk solids, fat and non-fat. In 1964-75, included an all e for esti i cream « ption
(t) In 1964-81 included an estimate for vegetable oils and other fats.

(u) Before 1971, coffee and coffee products were given in terms of processed whole or ground pure coffee; in 1972-81, in terms of roasted coffee.
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AUSTRALIANS HISTORICAL STATISTICS

PC 182-183 SOCIAL ACCOUNTING INDICATORS OF LIVING STANDARDS, CONSTANT PRICES,
AUSTRALIA 1818-1982

Year Gross Personal Year (ross Personal Year (Gross Persanal Year Gross Personal
31 Dec national consumption 31 Dec natienal consumption 30 national consumption 30 national consumption
expenditure  (per head) expenditure  (per head) June expenditure  (per head) June expenditure  (per head)
(per head) (per head) (per head) (per head)
182 183 182 183 182 183 182 183
AT AVERAGE 1848-50 PRICES 1872 38.60 _45‘67_ 1925 1457.69 785.85 AT AVERAGE 1959-60 PRICES
1818 26.14 1873 4341 5037 1926 1417.48  781.86 1954 1186.10  796.18
1819 22.94 1874 42.91 50.81 1927 1491.74  801.41 1955 1264.19  829.13
1820 19.99 1875 4571  55.60 1928 1397.51 77344 1956 1266.59  834.99
1821 28.79 1876 4342 5373 1929  1371.85 742.33 1957 120874  823.92
1822 23.13 1877 41.77 54.62 1930 1377.26  778.36 1958 1247.47  833.44
1823 i 1878 4543 5753 1931 1000.13  625.21 1959 1291.46  841.25
1824 = 1879 4616 5744 1932 951.37 61523 1960 135178 880.72
1825 -- 1880 43.68 55.60 1933 1065.21  663.65 AT AVERAGE 1966-67 PRICES
1826 5 1881 45.66 60.19 1934 112512 693.57 1960 1603.57 1040.63
1827 2 1882 44.67 58.16 1935 1177.56  682.77 1961 1640.03  1036.96
1828 24.20 1883 47.07  61.98 1936 1274.23  740.74 1962 1556.72  1039.02
1829 25.47 1884 45.19  60.73 1937 1310.83  760.66 1963 1676.54 1081.99
1830 29.85 1885 47.76 6249 1938 144019 770.72 1964  1746.80 1126.39
1831 27.75 1886 4493 6187 1939 1278.80  692.28 1965 1887.41  1154.85
1832 26.77 1887 4869  65.60 1940 1366.51  644.56 1966 1895.04 1167.38
1833 25.11 1888 45.23 62.63 1941 140255  629.14 1967 1956.16 1203.34
1834 25.53 1889 49.01 65.26 1942 153281  635.49 1968 2016.06 1248.02
1835 3039 1890 46.70 60.60 1943 1498.29 577.53 1969 2138.48 1289.79
1836 27.56 1891 4669  61.75 1944 1324.02 540,08 1970 219635 1342.94
1837 25.66 1892 4126  51.62 1945 1311.23  610.17 1971 2230.95 1371.65
1838 26.97 1893 36.67 45.02 1946 1319.21 622.29 1972 2202.59 1377.27
1839 24.29 1894 36.41 45.01 1947 1523.08  735.65 1973 2271.47 143825
1840 30.57 1895 3386 4170 1948 1721.05  818.88 1974 248630 1502.16
1841 24.32 1896 37.57 46.89 1949 1829.79 861.39 1975 247290 1543.60
}g‘g gg; 1897 3194 3923 1950  1996.68 89645 4T AVERAGE 197475 PRICES
1844 22.03 o 5o o NS R e
: ) 1952 236491  862.80
1845 21.66 1968 3703.22  2193.50
1900 43.41 51.78 1953 1709.40  825.13
1846 24.70 - 1969 3953.93  2262.65
30 Fune 1954 1861.38 872.02
1847 28.85 e a8 i 1955 204493 92822 1970 4046.29 2344.49
1848 30.39 AT AVERAGE 1966-1967 PRICES T 2029‘?2 pie ?‘6? 1971 4096.56 2389.45
1840 2562 1901 112306 609.78 1923 Sores  oisee 1972 405400 2387.42
1850 27.14 1902 1200.21 615.00 1958 1953'24 938.40 1973 4139.95 2481.95
1851 30.80 1903 111653  627.97 e TEEa 1974 4498.16  2578.05
1852 31.84 1904 1172.08  656.65 1960 2128.88 1013‘80 1975 4468.96 2627.78
1853 4235 1905 113403  665.94 Soei Saiisr - itoean 1976 4480.64 2688.11
1854 36.49 1906 1166.09  647.12 S5 t00a e 1977 4577.46  2727.72
1855 30.16 1907 1329.21  723.13 s Ao e 1978 4501.76  2729.73
1856 37.00 1908 1236.29 684.20 1964 223?‘ 56 10?8‘80 1979 4699.62 2785.11
1857 33.59 1909 1244.79 673.32 : : 1980 4616.44 2813.71
1965 2520.97 1122.40
1858 28.01 1910 1291.82  677.93 1966 351596 1124.90 AT AVERAGE 1979-80 PRICES
1859 35.32 1911 1408.49 73512 o0 35sR04  1145.00 1970 681078 3988.10
1860 34.66 1912 1380.21  726.62 : x : !

1015 Tiessi vaess ClossRRRIRSEANL1Egse] 199 691097 4065.35

AT AVERAGE 1900 PRICE

______ _ 014 139123 71487 1969 276333 123350 1972 683822 4066.03

1861 3920 4575 1970 284362 127430 1973  6980.54 4223.68

1862 Ba . asEy ol SR e ggg'gf 1971 2880.88 129600 1974 754562 438192

1863 TR T R L T T L

1864 39.93 47.04 1918 1210‘96 568'53 1973 2797.38 1438.70 1976 7521.78 4555.31

1865 36.15  44.28 : : 1974 312584 147850 1977 767886 4617.83
1919 129392 60121

1866 39.57 45.69 : AT AVERAGE 1953-54 PRICES 1978 7564.46 4627.65
1920 112593  604.54

1867 3883 45.94 1979 7867.05 4724.62
1921 144617 63919 1950 94787  654.98

1868 911 46.74 1980 776237 4751.36
1922 122814 63632 1951 103297  683.58

1869 3891 4638 1981 812696 4836.90

1870 1044 apas (1923 13660 69788 1952 10GBOL BORI6  Uigeyl  gaghign 493143

o Dot s oy tmsp 193 897.18  633.96 : :

: : 1954 983.30  665.80

“ 4 rmold Toynbee once wrote twelve volumes to demonstrate and analyse
the cause of the rise and fall of nations.. . . It involves a conclusion about the past that
life has not been easy for people or for nations, and an assumption for the future
that that condition will not alter. There is within me some part of the
metaphysic, and thus I would add that life is not meant to be easy.’
Malcolm Fraser, 1971.
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