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INTRODUCTION

ustralia’s Bicentenary marked one of the most significant events in Australia’s
A past — an event that is often simply referred to as the ‘European settlement’
of the Australian continent. Many have argued that not all Australians place equal
significance on 26 January 1788. Yet no event in the last 40 000 years of this
continent’s history has had such far reaching and even devastating consequences. For
Aboriginal Australians it was 200 years ago that their ancestors realised that eleven
of the numerous ships that had visited their shores had come to stay, to colonise,
to conquer. It was also the end of one of the longest sea voyages in English history,
and for those convicts who survived the 252 days that the voyage had taken, it was
only the beginning of a much greater ordeal. Marines, too, felt the burden of their
cargo and of the ‘dreary prospect’ before them.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the bicentennial theme ‘Celebration of a
nation’ was to many Australians a controversial notion. Some felt its awkwardness
as they sought to rediscover the past and, so, in some way, to redirect the future.
Others believed it was an opportunity for reconciliation and unification for many
people: for some World War II refugees and post World War II immigrants,
Australia had provided opportunities and cause to celebrate.

Throughout the bicentennial year many projects and planned events did penetrate
the ‘birthday cake and candle’ facade, producing regional unity in a way that
national events could not hope to achieve. Indeed, it was through such regional
unity that some national events, such as the Bicentennial Beacons, could be achieved.

Australians 1988 records such events and at the same time reflects the varying and
often conflicting responses to Australia’s Bicentenary. We hope we have captured
something of the mood and feeling of Australia in 1988, in the day-to-day trans-
actions of politics, business, law, sport, leisure and the arts.

The selection of entries was based on a set of criteria, but these guidelines merely
serve as a watchdog for consistency and evenness of style. They do not in themselves
justify our selection — this is in all events our choice. Others, no doubt, would
choose a different set of criteria.
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INTRODUCTION

The articles sprinkled throughout the chronology afford greater opportunity for
assessment and evaluation of their subject. Together, with the chronology, we hope
they will form a valuable record of Australia in 1988.

Australians 1988 was inspired by the series Australians: A historical library. As
publisher of the series, Fairfax, Syme & Weldon have endeavoured to maintain the
standard of the series by producing a work that is comparable in its intent and
quality. While not involved directly in the writing or publication of this book, we
would like to take the opportunity to thank History Project Incorporated, the
corporate authors of Australians: A historical library, and especially Peter Spearritt, for
valuable time and advice.

Equally, we would like to thank Marion K. Stell and Ruth Thompson for their
patience, persistence and thoroughness. The contemporary nature of this work often
made it difficult to locate official sources of information and to verify newspaper and
other media reports.

We would also like to thank David Syme & Co and John Fairfax & Sons Ltd
for their valuable help in the compilation of this work, in particular, the illustrations.
A special thanks must go to Fiona Russell and Ray Blackbourn of David Syme &
Co, Lee McDonald of John Fairfax & Sons Ltd, and Douglas Sellick, Alan Moir,
Ron Tandberg, Michael Leunig, Peter Nicholson, Michael Fitzjames and Bruce
Petty.

KiM ANDERSON
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NOTES ON ILLUSTRATIONS

These notes supplement the information contained in captions to illustrations and maps. They include, as necessary, the titles of works and details of
their location, as well as other details of provenance required by holding institutions.

Page 2-3 G.F. Evans, Risdon Cove, (1890s), oil on canvas, 51 x 91.7 cm. Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery. Presented by Miss J. Beattie, 1942.
Page 34 Permission for reproduction of philatelic properties is provided by courtesy of Australia Post,

Page 47 Peter Paul Rubens, (Germany/Belgium, 1577-1640), sketch for “The triumphal entry of Henry IV into Paris, 22 May 1594", {1628) oil on
wood panel, 21.8 x 40.7 em. Australian National Gallery.

Page 53 Jack Wunuwun, Fishtrap story, 1984, ochre on bark, 82 x 135 cm irreg., is reproduced by kind permission of the Aboriginal Artists Agency.
Page 56 Shorty Lungkata Tjungarrayi, Rar kangaroo dreaming, 1972, synthetic polymer paint on composition board, 62 x 66 cm irreg., is reproduced
by kind permission of the Aboriginal Artists Agency.

Page 57 George Milpurrurru, Goose hunting in the Arafura swamp, 1987, ochre on bark, 157.5 x 60 cm irreg., is reproduced by kind permission of
John Mundine and Raminining Arts.

Page 58 Gabriclla Wallace, Pmere is reproduced by kind permission of Jennifer Green and Tangentyere Council. Photograph by David Haigh.
Page 59 Bronson Jakamarra Nelson, Living together, working together, 1987, acrylic on canvas, 182 x 184 cm, is reproduced by kind permission of Christine
Leonard and Warlukurlanga Artists,

Page 60 Jimmy Pike wrapping paper is reproduced by kind permission of the artist and Desert Designs.

Pancy Napangati, Winpirri rockhole, 1987, synthetic polymer paint on canvas, 139 x 140 cm, is reproduced by kind permission of the Aboriginal Artists
Agency.

Pagge gﬁ J. Tierney, Eight hours labour, eight hours recreation, eight hours rest, 1985. Reproduced by kind permission of the Victorian Trades Hall Council.
Page 90 Charles Conder, A holiday ar Mentone, 1888, oil on canvas, 46.2 x 60.8 em. Purchased with the assistance of Bond Corporation Holdings
Limited through the Art Gallery of South Australia Foundation to mark the Gallery's Centenary, 1981. Art Gallery of South Australia.

Page 92 The back cover of the catalogue for the Angry Penguins exhibition featured a detail of Albert Tucker's Sunbathers, 1944, oil on cardboard,
50.8 cm x 38.2 cm. Reproduced courtesy of Albert Tucker and the Australian National Gallery.

Page 97 The diagram showing the proposal route of the tunnel and the tunnel section logo are reproduced by kind permission of the Sydney Harbour
Tunnel, A Transfield-Kumagai Joint Venture. The anti-tunnel advertisement is reproduced by kind permission of North Sydney Council.

Page 108 Sally Morgan, Taken away, 1987, colour screenprint, 61.2 x 41.4 cm Bicentennial Folio Commission, 1988. Featured on ANG events calendar/
poster for September/QOctober 1988, The Bicentennial Folio: prints by wwenty-five Australian artists, 1988.

Page 116 The new coin and note issues are reproduced by kind permission of the Royal Australian Mint.

Page 130 Louisa Ann Meredith, A cool debate (c1891), pencil, watercolour and gum, gold paint and chinese white highlights 27 x 38 signed with
monogram ‘LAM' lower right, inscribed in pen and ink ‘N. VII/A Cool Debate-/Native Buck-bean/Villarsia parnassicefolia./With Tasmania Gold-
frogs' on paper label on verso collection: Royal Society of Tasmania. Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Hobart.

Page 233 Lloyd Rees, Summer evening, Tasmania, 1986. Watercolour and oil pastel on paper, 36 x 57 em, signed and dated L Rees '86 lower right.
The photographs of Lloyd Rees and the painting are reproduced by kind permission of Jan Rees.

Page 240 Fred Cress, Jolm Beard, 1988, acrylic on cotton canvas, 183 x 137 em, is reproduced by kind permission of the artist.
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