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Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia
Annual Report 2022-23

This report provides an overview of key activities of the Academy
during the period 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023 along with the
Academy’s audited financial statements for the period. The financial
report is made in accordance with the Academy’s constitution and
reporting requirements under the terms of the grant from the Australian
Government under the Higher Education Support Act 2003 (Cth).

The Academy thanks the Australian Government and the
Commonwealth Department of Education for supporting the activities
covered in this report, and thanks our donors, Fellows and other
funders. 

The Academy particularly acknowledges the thousands of hours of
invaluable time and expertise donated by our Fellows who serve on
Academy committees and who contribute to Academy programs and
activities.

Images© 2023 Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia Inc.,
Shutterstock and ingeous studios.
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Acknowledgment of Country

The Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia acknowledges the
Traditional Owners and custodians on whose lands the Academy’s
National Office is located, the Ngunnawal and Ngambri Peoples, and
all the Traditional Owners on whose lands the Academy undertakes its
activities and on which Academy Fellows live and work.
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Professor Richard Holden speaking at the 2022 Symposium—Democracy: Risk | Relevance | Revival—in Melbourne.
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The Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia is an elected body of over 700 leading researchers
and professionals across the social science disciplines. The Academy was established in 1971,
replacing the Social Science Research Council of Australia, founded in 1942.

The Academy is an independent, not-for-profit association that draws on the expertise of our Fellows
to provide practical, evidence-based advice to governments and industry on important issues. We
actively promote understanding of the social sciences and champion excellence across its many
fields of learning. The Academy is committed to equity, diversity and inclusion in the social sciences,
particularly the involvement and recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

ABOUT THE ACADEMY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Professor Richard Holden
President

Professor Jane Hall AO
Immediate Past-President

Professor Wai Fong Chua AM
Treasurer

Professor Kevin McConkey AM
Chair, Policy Committee

Professor Fleur Johns
International Secretary

Professor Neal Ashkanasy OAM
Chair, Grants & Awards

Committee

Professor Barry McGaw AO
Chair, Education Committee

(from 2023)

Professor Nick Enfield
Chair, Panel A

Professor Renée Fry-McKibbin
Chair, Panel B 

Professor Kate Darian-Smith
Chair, Panel C

Professor Don Byrne
Chair, Panel D
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The Academy has made great strides over the past year delivering on our strategic priorities,
including a transition from our ambitious 2019-2022 Strategic Plan to an updated strategy for
2023-25.

With this plan comes the Academy’s new strategic priority on school education. Specifically,
over the coming years we will draw on our Fellows and other social science experts to create
high quality, evidence-based curriculum materials for students and teachers in social science
subject areas. This was identified as a priority during consultations with teachers’ associations
for our 2021 State of the Social Sciences report, and we hope to engage with partners in
government, industry and the philanthropic sector to make this a truly national program.

In addition, we will continue developing our Social Sciences are Everywhere campaign:
promoting social science study and career pathways to students in the final years of school, as
well as to their parents, teachers and mentors.

Our Annual Symposium in November 2022 was on Democracy: Risk, Relevance and Revival. A
wonderful line-up of speakers and panellists shared insights, concerns and inspiration over two
days in Melbourne. A regular highlight of these meetings is the new Fellows’ presentations, and
their careers’ worth of research and accomplishment condensed into a pithy three minutes. The
Academy celebrated another outstanding cohort of early-career researcher recipients of our
Paul Bourke Award. And we had an audience on the edge of their seats through Elizabeth
Reid’s spellbinding delivery of the Cunningham Lecture, speaking about her experiences
working for the Women’s Organisation of Iran through the revolutions of the late 1970s.

During the year we also launched the Wilhelm, Martha and Otto Rechnitz Memorial Fund that
provides research grants for early- and mid-career Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander social
scientists, and which celebrates research leadership in the study of First Nations society, culture
and languages. The Fund has already attracted much interest and a strong field of applicants
in the inaugural funding round. The Academy is grateful to Ralph O’Brien, executor of 
Dr Rechnitz’ estate, and to former Academy President Professor Leon Mann AO for facilitating
this important new program.

The work to understand and reconcile with this legacy, and to work towards a better future is
very important to the Academy, and we are grateful to have the support of both Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Fellows and colleagues for our Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan. This RAP
has guided and influenced much of our work over the past two years, and the Academy will
soon move to the next stage of Innovate RAP with an even more ambitious program of
reconciliation activities.

To conclude, I would like to thank my colleagues on the Executive Committee for their advice,
support and commitment across the Academy’s many portfolios. I would also like to pay special
thanks to the Academy’s dedicated staff in the national office. With just nine people, the team
gets through an enormous volume of work, and in my view has allowed the Academy to play an
increasingly visible, important and impactful role in supporting our Fellows and the social
sciences in Australia.

A final thank you also goes to all those Fellows who have contributed to the Academy over the
last year, in so many ways—contributing to submissions, participating in projects, and engaging
in communications. The Academy is its Fellows. 

PROFESSOR RICHARD HOLDEN FES FASSA
PRESIDENT

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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Welcoming 34 new Fellows to the Academy
Contributing to 12 different policy reviews and inquiries, including major submissions on the
ARC Review, the Universities Accord, the National Science and Research Priorities, and
Measuring What Matters 
Initiating a major project in partnership with social science research organisations and
agencies to develop a decadal plan for research infrastructure in our disciplines
Working in partnership with the Australian Council of Learned Academies (ACOLA) to
deliver a major report on modernising research assessment for Australia’s Chief Scientist
Working through the 53 commitments in the Academy’s Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan
Continuing to develop the Seriously Social podcast and related communications, engaging
with Fellows, other experts and a broad cross-section of the community
Co-ordinating a successful Social Sciences Week program in September with over 85
online events and activities across the country
Developing a new schools initiative to bring high-quality social science content into
Australian classrooms
Continuing to build and promote our Social Sciences are Everywhere awareness-raising
campaign in partnership with social science disciplinary societies and associations
Streamlining and modernising many of the Academy’s administrative systems and
processes, from Fellowship nomination and assessment forms, grant applications and
membership renewals, to our accounting systems.

With the occupational disruptions of COVID-19 mostly behind us, the Academy resumed
somewhat normal operations during 2022-23, with in-person meetings and events a welcome
reprieve from conducting all business through the screen.

Highlights over the 12-months to June include:

I’d like to take the opportunity to thank the many Fellows who have organised, suggested,
supported and participated in Academy events and activities this year, and in particular to
thank those who formally contribute their time through committees and publications.

I’d also like to acknowledge the tremendous work of current and former colleagues in (and out
of) the National Office: Andi, Anna, Bonnie, Chez, Cindy, Clare, Isabel, Michelle, Sue and Zoe,
as well as our wonderful policy interns Jade, Callum, Liam, Nikita, Josi and Dio, our podcast
production team of Ginger, Kim and Baldey, and all others who have assisted with different
activities at different times. 

Finally, I’d like to acknowledge the tireless efforts of our Executive Committee and in particular
Academy President Professor Richard Holden for his guidance and vision over the past year.

DR CHRIS HATHERLY
CEO

MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
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2023-25 STRATEGIC PLAN
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2022 Annual Dinner, Melbourne.
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The Academy’s policy work is driven by our principles and it aims to bolster social science capability
and ensure that policy development in Australia is informed by evidence. We do this by convening
expertise, connecting it with policy processes and creating original inputs through our projects and
commissioned work. 

SHAPE THE NATION

ENGAGEMENT WITH COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT POLICY

An end-to-end review of the education system from early childhood education, the Universities
Accord, the Employment White Paper, Measuring What Matters and modernising research
assessment are just some highlights of Fellows’ involvement with the Commonwealth Government’s
policy agenda.

RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE

With the support of partners—the Australian Research Council (ARC) Lifecourse Centre, the ARC
Centre of Excellence (CoE) for Automated Decision-Making and Society, the ARC CoE for
Population Ageing Research, the ANU Centre for Social Research and Methods and the University of
Queensland (UQ) Institute for Social Science Research—the Academy developed an interactive map
of over 900 Australian research capabilities, and consulted broadly on priorities and principles for a
research infrastructure decadal plan. The discussion paper and plan will be finalised for release in
early 2024.

Academy-funded workshop,‘Teachers in Early Education Workshop’, brought together 30 early childhood education teachers, providers,
union representatives, peak bodies, policymakers and academics at the University of Sydney.

https://socialsciences.org.au/publications/submission-productivity-commission-inquiry-into-early-childhood-education-and-care/
https://socialsciences.org.au/publications/submission-universities-accord/
https://socialsciences.org.au/publications/submission-universities-accord/
https://socialsciences.org.au/publications/submission-measuring-what-matters/
https://acola.org/research-assessment/
https://acola.org/research-assessment/
https://kumu.io/AcadSocSci-Policy/stocktake-research-capabilities-supporting-australian-social-science
https://socialsciences.org.au/national-research-infrastructure/
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INTERNS AT THE ACADEMY
We have the privilege of working with a number of clever and enthusiastic policy interns who defer
their social science PhD or research Masters studies for periods of three to six months (full- or part-
time) to contribute to important Academy policy projects and learn from our staff and Fellows about
the ins and outs of the research-policy interface. 

Academy-funded workshop, ‘Successful Strategies for Improving Access to Justice for Women Who Kill Their Abusers‘, held in Melbourne, 2023.
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POLICY ROUNDTABLE

In March 2023, the Academy brought together
senior public service officials with a
multidisciplinary group of Academy Fellows and
leading social scientists to discuss Developments
in work and wellbeing for contemporary
Australia. The full day event, held in Canberra,
canvassed the evidence and shared leading
practice insights across three live policy
debates: wellbeing frameworks, the care and
support economy and the non-financial benefits
of work. 

The Academy roundtable program continues to
provide a powerful forum for direct engagement
with decision-makers on nationally important
issues. 

WORKSHOPS FUNDING

During the year, the Academy’s long-standing
Workshops Program supported 12 important
meetings on emerging research areas and
pressing social policy issues. Workshops covered
a wide range of topics, from changes in global
orders and shifts in the Asian region to tackling
food waste, addressing early childhood
education challenges, reducing vaping among
Australian youth, and navigating digital
governance in welfare-to-work programs. This
$72,000 program continues to demonstrate our
dedication to promoting innovative social
science and fostering collaboration across
disciplines, industry sectors, and researcher
career stages.

POLICY BY NUMBERS

16 submissions convening social science expertise on a diverse range of
social and economic reform processes
1 major project to progress a Decadal Plan for Social Science Research
Infrastructure
3 partnership projects on disability awareness training, research
infrastructure and research assessment supporting the Australian Academy of
Science and ACOLA
1 roundtable connecting 20 social science experts with government officials
to discuss wellbeing frameworks, care and support systems and work design
1 landmark report on Climate Change Education
3 books written following Academy roundtables: Watershed: The 2022
Australian Federal election, More than fiscal: The Intergenerational Report,
sustainability and public policy in Australia and Climate change education:
Knowing, doing and being
8 workshops funded and 12 delivered 
120+ Fellows and leading social scientists supporting the Academy’s
policy work throughout the year
5 PhD Policy Interns working on Academy projects.

https://socialsciences.org.au/publications/climate-change-education/
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/watershed
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/watershed
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/more-than-fiscal
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/more-than-fiscal
https://socialsciences.org.au/publications/climate-change-education/
https://socialsciences.org.au/publications/climate-change-education/


Members of the National Office team and New Fellows (below) at the 2022 Annual Dinner, Melbourne.
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ADVANCE THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

NEW FELLOWS

Each year the Academy elects the most distinguished social scientists as Fellows. In November 2022
we welcomed 34 leading social scientists to the Fellowship, the best and brightest from around the
country. Among them are leaders in human geography, autism, international security, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander health and cultural property law.

Professor Anita Harris FASSA

Professor Guyonne Kalb FASSA

Emerita Professor Grace Karskens FASSA FAHA

Professor Simon Killcross FASSA FRSN

Professor Janet McColl-Kennedy FASSA

Professor Sharynne McLeod FASSA FRSN

Professor Francesca Merlan FASSA

Professor Tiffany Morrison FASSA

Professor Hans Pols FASSA FAHA FRSN

Professor Ben Saul FASSA

Professor Brad Sherman FASSA

Professor Russell Smyth FASSA

Professor Deborah Street FASSA

Professor Jakelin Troy FASSA

Professor Harald Van Heerde FASSA

Professor Roger Wilkins FASSA

The full Fellowship directory can be found here. 

Professor Rachel Ankeny FASSA

Professor Sascha Becker FASSA

Professor Peng Bi FASSA

Professor Kathy Bowrey FASSA

Professor Robert Breunig FASSA

Professor Henry Brodaty AO FAHMS FASSA

Professor Tom Calma AO FAA FASSA

Professor Mandy Cheng FASSA

Professor Monica Cuskelly FASSA

Professor Cheryl Dissanayake AM FASSA

Professor Kim Dovey FASSA

Professor Michele Ford FASSA

Professor Michelle Foster FASSA

Professor Bronwyn Fredericks FASSA

Professor Marylene Gagne FASSA

Emeritus Professor Geoff Gallop AC FASSA

Professor Lisa Given FASSA

Professor Evelyn Goh FASSA

2022 New Fellows

PAUL BOURKE AWARDS

The Academy’s prestigious Paul Bourke Awards recognise outstanding, early-career social science
researchers. The award is made in honour of the late Professor Paul Bourke, Academy President from
1993-1997, with the four recipients selected each year by the Academy’s Panel Committees from
competitive fields of nominees. Winners receive their medals at the Academy’s Annual Dinner. 

Learn more about the 2022 Award recipients at socialsciences.org.au/awards. A short video
featuring each Award winner discussing their research is available on the Academy’s Youtube
channel. 

https://socialsciences.org.au/fellows-directory/
https://socialsciences.org.au/awards/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=paul+bourke+award
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=paul+bourke+award
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SUPPORT FOR EMCRS
Together with the Australian Academy of the Humanities, our Academy was proud to support the
establishment of the SHAPE Futures Network of early- and mid-career researchers (EMCRs) in the
disciplines covering Social Science, Humanities and the Arts for People and the Environment
(SHAPE). The network is led by a dynamic group of researchers from across Australia and is
supporting a growing membership with news, events and advocacy. Membership is free and open to
all EMCRs in the SHAPE disciplines, regardless of current employment or role.

Recipients of the 2022 Paul Bourke Award for Early Career Research

Dr Harry Hobbs (University of Technology Sydney)

Dr Felix Septianto (The University of Queensland)

Dr Gemma Sharp (Monash University)

Dr Sophie Webber (The University of Sydney).

RECHNITZ FUND TAKES SHAPE
In 2022, the Academy received a generous donation from the estate of Dr Wilhelm Rechnitz to
establish a new fund to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander social science researchers, and
to promote and support knowledge and understanding of First Nations society, culture and
language. The inaugural call for research funding applications received strong interest from early-
career Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander researchers, with the inaugural grants announced at a
Parliamentary function in September 2023. 

https://shapefutures.com.au/
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/this-is-shape/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPpSwKbBc0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kqiJvRfccOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ez05iuI1Ya8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJeP7g_jymI
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RECONCILIATION AND THE ACADEMY
The Academy is proud to support reconciliation with Australia’s First Nations and to continue work on
our Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan in 2022-23. Key activities through the year included:

A video of Fellow Professor Megan Davis reading the Uluru Statement from the Heart released

online and as part of the Academy’s school education resources

An Academy statement in support of the Voice referendum released in April 2023

The Academy joined a group of RAP organisations as a signatory to an open letter from

Reconciliation Australia expressing support for the Voice referendum

An insightful panel on constitutional recognition at the Academy’s Democracy symposium

Seriously Social podcasts on racism and on constitutional recognition of Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander peoples

The Academy worked with the Academy of Technology and Engineering and the Australian

Academy of Humanities to record joint Fellow Barry Jones reading his speech Australia Day

65,000 BCE, 1788 CE and 2023: a long perspective that makes a strong case for support of the

Voice Referendum. This was released during National Reconciliation Week as a video and also as

a special episode of the Academy’s Seriously Social podcast  

Inaugural call for research funding proposals from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander social

scientists through the Academy’s new Wilhelm, Martha and Otto Rechnitz Memorial Fund.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJrHStMY1Gg
https://socialsciences.org.au/publications/academy-statement-in-support-of-the-voice-referendum/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/reconciliation-action-plans/rap-organisations-voice-statement-of-support/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Academy+News+October&utm_campaign=Academy+newsletter+October+2023
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxOfY_sC6sA
https://podfollow.com/seriously-social/episode/728054d0537f7fd8f820a86cda25e27efd632bc5/view


COMMUNICATE
AND EDUCATE

The Academy continued to deliver engaging content
across multiple platforms highlighting the work and
achievements of Fellows, raising awareness of the
social sciences and reflecting young, diverse and
First Nations perspectives where possible in support
of our strategic priorities. 

Communications reach

3,600+ 4,700+ 2,500+ 1,000+
Subscribers Followers Followers Followers

Mailing lists Twitter Facebook LinkedIn
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ANNUAL EVENTS

We took steps to broaden the reach and influence of symposium discussions and robust debates by
offering the 2022 Symposium—Democracy: Risk | Relevance | Revival—in Melbourne, online and by
recording a session with the ABC Radio National Big Ideas program. This was the panel on
democracy and constitutional change chaired by Professor Rosalind Dixon with panellists Professors
John Williams, Anne Twomey and Wiradjuri and Wailman woman and First Nations lawyer Teela Reid
and Wemba Wemba man and lecturer Eddie Synot. 

ACADEMY LECTURES

Cunningham lecture: Fellow Elizabeth Reid AO on What Makes Democracy Work? Learning from
Iranians
Keith Hancock lecture: Professor Deborah Cobb-Clark on Staggered Starting Blocks:
Intergenerational Disadvantage in Australia
Paul Bourke Award lectures: 

Dr Tim Neal on What are the economic implications of a changing climate?
Dr Sarah Walker on Narratives for violence and their persistence over time
Dr Laura Rademaker on Everywhen: Australia and the Language of Deep History (book
launch).

Academy Fellows and Symposium speakers at the 2022 Annual Events, Melbourne.

https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/bigideas/democracy-and-constitutional-change/102069914
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/bigideas/democracy-and-constitutional-change/102069914
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZkmBpq3G0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZkmBpq3G0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TWxTAa0tIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TWxTAa0tIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfm0y1Z3QTA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aC8ZSsEegbQ


106,500+
Pod downloads

(to 30 June)

PODCAST

The Academy’s Seriously Social podcast reached a milestone of 50 episodes this
year, including a special episode recorded at Old Parliament House with Fellow
Elizabeth Reid AO for the 50th anniversary of her former boss Gough Whitlam’s
election as Prime Minister and podcast episodes on wide-ranging issues
including poverty, voting age and protest. 

SERIOUSLY SOCIAL

School engagement as a major ongoing focus was prioritised by the Academy’s Executive
Committee for the new strategic plan and our schools offering has expanded. Six modules were
developed (five in partnership with the Museum of Australian Democracy) to support classroom
teaching of the social science disciplines, drawing from the work of Academy Fellows. Each themed
module contains a Seriously Social podcast episode (20-25 mins), an engaging video (2-4 mins),
and a provocation worksheet for students to use—for use with either resource.

Find out more at seriouslysocial.org.au/learn. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES WEEK

A nationwide celebration of the social sciences held in September every year, with a program
coordinated by the Academy, Social Sciences Week 2022 offered more than 85 events and
activities. These included a feminist and inclusive sport podcast, sustainable transport transitions and
adventure therapy intersecting with grief work. Thank you to our sponsor, RMIT University Centre for
Urban Research, and our partner universities and organisations whose commitment and energy made
the fifth Social Sciences Week the biggest and best yet.

2022 Paul Bourke Award winner, Dr Harry Hobbs, with Seriously Social podcast host and journalist, Ginger Gorman.

https://seriouslysocial.org.au/podcasts/
https://seriouslysocial.org.au/learn/
https://socialsciences.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cucm1pdC5lZHUuYXUlMkZyZXNlYXJjaCUyRmNlbnRyZXMtY29sbGFib3JhdGlvbnMlMkZjZW50cmUtZm9yLXVyYmFuLXJlc2VhcmNoJTNGdXRtX3NvdXJjZSUzREFjdGl2ZUNhbXBhaWduJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzRGVtYWlsJTI2dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQlM0RTU1cyMDIyJTJCLSUyQnRoYXQlMkJzJTJCYSUyQndyYXAlMjUyMSUyNnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbiUzRFNvY2lhbCUyQlNjaWVuY2VzJTJCV2VlayUyQndyYXAtdXAlMkJuZXdzbGV0dGVy&sig=FDMy3LDmeoHj9Mp7wAWqi7Vm1n2ptEoSmjQmDXnk9Q4g&iat=1663219389&a=%7C%7C610706506%7C%7C&account=socialsciences%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=v6Hqzp%2FwxFs01FdrhpmSMKpMgFq7e8VFNILzz1gVTskzQ6wchVvGzOyHvdtw3hX%2F&s=f3392a9b3c20b1a41663a5bdb327ff53&i=97A159A4A1997
https://socialsciences.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cucm1pdC5lZHUuYXUlMkZyZXNlYXJjaCUyRmNlbnRyZXMtY29sbGFib3JhdGlvbnMlMkZjZW50cmUtZm9yLXVyYmFuLXJlc2VhcmNoJTNGdXRtX3NvdXJjZSUzREFjdGl2ZUNhbXBhaWduJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzRGVtYWlsJTI2dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQlM0RTU1cyMDIyJTJCLSUyQnRoYXQlMkJzJTJCYSUyQndyYXAlMjUyMSUyNnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbiUzRFNvY2lhbCUyQlNjaWVuY2VzJTJCV2VlayUyQndyYXAtdXAlMkJuZXdzbGV0dGVy&sig=FDMy3LDmeoHj9Mp7wAWqi7Vm1n2ptEoSmjQmDXnk9Q4g&iat=1663219389&a=%7C%7C610706506%7C%7C&account=socialsciences%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=v6Hqzp%2FwxFs01FdrhpmSMKpMgFq7e8VFNILzz1gVTskzQ6wchVvGzOyHvdtw3hX%2F&s=f3392a9b3c20b1a41663a5bdb327ff53&i=97A159A4A1997


CONNECT GLOBALLY

AASSREC

The Association of Asian Social Science Research Councils is an organisation of national
social science research councils and academies from Asia and the Pacific region. From
2022 to 2023 the Academy’s International Secretary, Professor Fleur Johns, was Vice-
President of AASSREC and since 2019 our Director of Fellowship, International and Awards,
Michelle Bruce, has been Secretary-General. 

The Academy played a key role in organising AASSREC’s 50th anniversary celebrations and
25th Biennial conference on the Past, Present and Future of Social Sciences in Asia, held in
Seoul 14-16 June 2023.

Academy Fellow Professor Hugh White presented on the responsibilities of social sciences in
an era of great power rivalry and participated in a panel discussion on the challenges and
roles for think tanks in Asia and the Pacific. The Academy renewed our commitment to host
the AASSREC Secretariat and welcomed the re-election of Michelle Bruce as Secretary-
General and the appointment of Fellow Fleur Johns as Chair of AASSREC’s new Policy and
Strategy Committee. 

Professor Fleur Johns at the AASSREC 25th biennial conference in Seoul. 

A C A D E M Y  O F  T H E  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E S  I N  A U S T R A L I A  |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 2 - 2 3 2 0

https://aassrec.org/
https://aassrec.org/2023conference/
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INTERNATIONAL GRANTS

The Academy’s two international grants programs support researchers undertaking collaborative
international research. 

The Academy, together with the Embassy of
France in Australia awarded $20,000 in funding
to four researchers undertaking research
projects on issues of interest to Australia and
France. The grants of up to $5,000 aim to foster
and reinforce social science collaboration
between Australian and French researchers,
especially early- and mid-career researchers.
Research activities relevant to Pacific Island
Studies were encouraged and featured
significantly in the funded projects. 

The 2023 recipients and a description of their
projects can be viewed here.

Australia-France Social Science
Collaborative Research Program

INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE COUNCIL 

The Academy is an Affiliate Member of the International Science Council (ISC). This connection
provides greater access and exposure to international research initiatives and networks, as well as
opportunities for the Academy and Australian social science researchers (early-career and
established) to apply for a range of international grants and awards. The Hon Mr Robert French AC
FASSA and Emeritus Professor Roy MacLeod OAM FASSA FAHA were successful in their nominations
by the Academy to the ISC Committee for Freedom and Responsibility in Science for 2022-2025
and will advise the ISC Governing Board on key aspects of its mission to be the global voice for
science. The Academy also successfully nominated Professor Fang Lee Cooke FASSA to the United
Nations Environment Program and International Science Council (UNEP-ISC) Independent Expert
Panel to guide and oversee critical work on environmental horizon scanning and strategic foresight. 

The Academy, in conjunction with the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), awarded
four grants to researchers through the ASSA-
CASS Joint Action Program. This competitive
grant program aims to provide Australian and
CASS researchers the opportunity to collaborate
in areas of shared interest. 

Successful applicants are awarded $7,000 AUD
to be shared by the Australian scholars and
¥25,000 RMB to be shared by the CASS
scholars. 

The 2023 recipients and a description of their
projects can be viewed here.

ASSA-CASS Joint Action Program: 

https://socialsciences.org.au/international-grants/
https://council.science/about-us/governance/committees/committee-for-freedom-and-responsibility-in-science/
https://www.unep.org/zh-hans/node/34785
https://www.unep.org/ocs/foresight-expert-panel
https://www.unep.org/ocs/foresight-expert-panel
https://www.unep.org/ocs/foresight-expert-panel
https://socialsciences.org.au/international-grants/


VALE
We note with sadness the passing of the following Fellows during the period of this report:

Professor Joe Powell FASSA, FBA (b. 27 December 1938; d. 7 July 2022)

Professor Clem Tisdell AM FASSA (b. 18 November 1939; d. 14 July 2022)

Professor Geoffrey Brennan AM FASSA (b. 15 September 1944; d. 29 July 2022)

Professor Stephen Castles FASSA (b. 9 November 1944; d. 8 August 2022)

Professor Peter Glow FASSA (b. 17 February 1930; d. 9 August 2022)

Professor Gavin Jones FASSA (b. 21 November 1940; d. 27 August 2022)

Emeritus Professor Ken Wright FASSA, FCPA (b. 8 October 1925; d. 1 October 2022)

Emeritus Professor Richard Selleck FASSA (b. 5 May 1934; d. 1 October 2022)

Emeritus Associate Professor Jeremy Beckett FASSA (b. 24 June 1931; d. 8 December 2022)

Professor Tom Nairn FASSA (b. 2 June 1932; d. 21 January 2023)

Emeritus Professor Ann Harding AO FASSA (b. 18 May 1958; d. 30 January 2023)

Mr Bob Wallace FASSA (b. 14 July 1930; d. 10 April 2023)

Professor Robert O’Neill AO FASSA FRHistS (b. 5 November 1936; d. 19 April 2023)

Emeritus Professor Peggy Brock AM FASSA (b. 16 March 1948; d. 30 May 2023)

Emeritus Professor Cindy Gallois FASSA (b. 9 April 1945; d. 8 June 2023)
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https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9ScAAI
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9ODAAY
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9QWAAY
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9YjAAI
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9Y7AAI
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9QPAAY
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9Q2AAI
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9XgAAI
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9SBAAY
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9ZBAAY
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9NFAAY
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9NuAAI
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9XjAAI
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9W0AAI
https://socialsciences.org.au/academy-fellow/?sId=0032v000033l9O8AAI


SUMMARY OF REVENUE & EXPENDITURE

Operating revenue 2022-23 2021-22

Fellowship subscriptions 241,156 232,569

Event registrations 12,465  729

 Commonwealth HERP grant 963,041 919,619

Other grants & commissions  193,069  109,716 

Donations and sponsorships 7,801  18,727

Royalties & copyright income 2,997 1,580

Interest 29,392 5,372

Other revenue 24,956 59,130

Total operating revenue 1,474,877 1,347,442

Rechnitz Fund donation - 300,000

Operating Expenditure

Staff expenses 938,658 892,356

Administration expenses 179,946 123,479

Member-related expenses 8,862 16,825

Program expenses 197,648 171,955

Depreciation 57,144 60,279

Committee expenses 19,060 14,377

Other expenses 29,016 52,317

Total operating expenditure 1,430,335 1,331,588

Operating Surplus 44,542 15,854

Strategic initiatives Revenue - 

Partnerships and grants 25,000

Strategic Initiatives Expenditure

Project staff and contractors 55,659 25,308

Content production 47,572 52,343

Other expenses 2,261 5,176

Total strategic expenditure 105,492 82,827
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FINANCIAL REPORT
OVERVIEW

A modest surplus of $44,542 from the Academy’s core operations 
A net expenditure of $80,492 from the Academy’s Strategic Initiatives Fund towards 

The Seriously Social podcast and communications platform and
The Development of the new school education initiative.

For the 2022-23 Financial Year, the Academy reports a statutory deficit of $35,950. This overall
result comprises:

a.
b.

It should be noted that expenditure in these two strategic initiatives is consistent with the decision of
the Executive Committee to set aside part of the Academy’s accumulated reserves to enable
investment in high-value initiatives that increase the reach and impact of the Academy and of social
sciences more broadly.
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OPERATING REVENUE BY SOURCE

OPERATING EXPENDITURE BY TYPE
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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Image: Elizabeth Reid AO FASSA delivering
the 2022 Cunningham Lecture.
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