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PROGRAM

FRIDAY 19 APRIL 2024 | 9.00AM - 1.30PM AEST 

8.45am Arrival

9.00 - 9.05am Welcome and opening remarks

Professor Susan Danby | Centre of Excellence for the Digital Child

10.40 - 11.00am Morning tea

12.45 - 1.30pm Lunch

9.05 - 9.10am Productivity Commission inquiry progress

Lisa Gropp, Martin Stokie and Professor Deborah Brennan | Commissioners

9.10 - 10.40am Supporting children with additional needs

Presenters:
Professor Ilan Katz | Social Policy Research Centre
Professor Cheryl Dissanayake | Olga Tennison Autism Research Centre
Professor Jenny Downs | Telethon Kids Institute

Discussion led by Professor Cheryl Dissanayake

11.00am- 12.30pm Effective models of system stewardship

Presenters:
Professor Mark Considine | University of Melbourne
Dr Rob Bray | Australian National University

Discussion led by Emeritus Professor Gabrielle Meagher

12.30 - 12.45pm Bringing it all together: reflections
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PRE-READ & RESOURCES

 Inquiry into the early childhood education and care sector in Australia 

Inquiry Terms of Reference

Session 1: Supporting children with additional needs 

A path to universal early childhood education and care, Draft report: 
Supplementary paper 2: How do ECEC services support children?
This paper considers how well Australian services deliver early childhood education and care that responds to
children’s needs, given the diversity of the children who attend ECEC and the diversity of Australian children
more broadly.

Presenter Ilan Katz will draw from recent evaluation reports including Evaluation of SDN Beranga Autism-Specific
Preschool: Final Report (2023) and Disability Inclusion Program Evaluation, Final Report (2022)

Session 2: Effective models of system stewardship 

A path to universal early childhood education and care, Draft report: 
Supplementary paper 9: Funding, governance and stewardship.
This paper focuses on the question what might be the most effective and efficient funding and governance structures
for delivering the ECEC policy agenda proposed by the Commission? This paper also considers how well governments
are working together to achieve the broad objectives of ECEC policy, and whether further efforts to enhance
collaboration and policy coordination are required through a stronger stewardship model. 

Presenter Mark Considine will draw from his book The Careless State: Reforming Australia's Social Services, key
concepts are also summarised in the Inside Story article Choice versus Voice.

Presenter Rob Bray's presentation will draw from his submission with Matthew Gray to the inquiry draft report.

https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/childhood/terms-of-reference
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/childhood/draft/childhood-draft-supplementary2.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/unsw-adobe-websites/arts-design-architecture/sprc/our-projects/2023-03-SDN-Beranga-Report-SDN-SPRC-FINAL.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/unsw-adobe-websites/arts-design-architecture/sprc/our-projects/2023-03-SDN-Beranga-Report-SDN-SPRC-FINAL.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/early-childhood-education/engagement-and-insights/2022_DIP_Evaluation_Final_Report.pdf
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/childhood/draft/childhood-draft-supplementary2.pdf
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/childhood/draft/childhood-draft-supplementary9.pdf
https://www.mup.com.au/books/the-careless-state-paperback-softback
https://insidestory.org.au/choice-versus-voice/
https://www.pc.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/377614/sub279-childhood.pdf

