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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Venue: Via Zoom Meeting  

Date: Thursday, 14 November 2024 

Time: 1:30–3pm AEDT | 10:30am–12pm AWST | 12:30-2pm AEST (QLD) | 1-2:30pm CDT (SA) 

 

PRESENT 

Fellows
Warwick Anderson 
Neal Ashkanasy 
Greg Bamber 
Janeen Baxter 
Linda Botterill 
Kathy Bowrey 
Nick Brown 
Paul Burke 
Don Byrne 
John Cordery 
Kate Darian-Smith 
Heather Douglas 
Nick Enfield 
Nisvan Erkal 
Heather Goodall 

Baogang He 
Brian Head 
Stephanie Hemelrick Donald 
Richard Holden 
Fleur Johns 
Natalie Klein 
Anne Lillis 
Gary Magee 
Leon Mann 
Andrew Markus 
Kevin McConkey 
Barry McGaw 
Renee Fry-McKibbin 
Warwick McKibbin 
Tiffany Morrison 

 
Olivier Piguet 
Adam Possamai 
Rob Raven 
Garry Rodan 
Shurlee Swain 
Stephen Taylor 
Margaret Thornton 
Dennis Trewin 
Jane Watson 
I Wayan Arka 
Dan Woodman 
Angela Woollacott 
Lyn Yates 

 

National Office 
Chris Hatherly 
Cindy Bin Tahal 
Honae Cuffe 
Anna Devenport (minute taker) 
Zoe Perry 
Ellen Scott 

 

AGENDA ITEM 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

The Chair, Professor Richard Holden President of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia, opened the 
meeting at 1.36pm.  
 
He noted that he had received proxies from Mandy Cheng, Pauline Grosjean, Bernadette McSherry, Martin 
Parkinson, and Peter Shergold. 
 
 

Apologies were received from 20 Fellows: 
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 Peter Aggleton 
Kay Anderson 
Eileen Baldry 
AJ Brown 
Mandy Cheng 
Rae Cooper 
Anna Haebich 

 

Lesley Head 
Ceri Flowers 
Gilah Leder 
William Logan 
Andrew May 
Jane McAdam 
Bernadette McSherry 

Flavio Menezes 
Adrian Pagan 
Sharyn Roach Anleu 
Peter Shergold 
Helen Skouteris 
Helen Watt 

 

2. Acknowledgment of Country 

 The Chair recognised the traditional owners of the lands from which Fellows were joining the meeting 

and recognised and paid respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders past and present. 

3. Minutes 

 The Chair moved that the minutes from the 2023 Annual General Meeting held on 15 November 2023, 

having been circulated, be accepted as a true and accurate record. 

 Moved : Richard Holden  Seconded: Stephanie Hemelrick 

Donald  

Carried  

4.  Acknowledgment of new Fellows & recipients of Paul Bourke Awards for Early Career Research  

 The Chair acknowledged and congratulated 20 new Fellows elected in 2024. 

• Professor Genevieve Bell 

• Professor Lyria Bennett Moses 

• Professor Judith Besant 

• Professor Paul Burke 

• E/Professor Barbara Comber 

• Professor Rae Cooper 

• Professor Paula Jarzabkowski 

• Professor Greg Marston 

• Professor Aileen Moreton-Robinson 

• Professor Christopher Pettit 

• Professor Olivier Piguet 

• Professor Rob Raven 

• Professor Nicola Reavley 

• Professor Neil Selwyn 

• Professor Andrew Stewart 

• Professor Helen Sullivan 

• Professor Joo-Cheong Tham 

• Professor Dan Woodman 

• Professor Erte Xiao 

 

The Chair acknowledged and congratulated the Jubilee Fellows in 2024. 

• Professor Barry McGaw AO 

• Professor Murray Wells AO 
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The Chair also congratulated the 2023 winners of the Paul Bourke Awards for Early Career Research.  

• Dr Claire Blewett (Monash University) 

• Dr Sophie Chao (University of Sydney) 

• Dr Michelle Liu (Monash University 

• Dr Leah South (QUT) 

5.  President’s Report 

 The Chair moved that the President’s Report as published in the 2024 Annual Report be accepted. 

Noting this would be his final year as President of the Academy, he gave additional personal thanks to a 

number of colleagues on the Executive Committee / Board during his term.   

The Chair thanked and acknowledged the extraordinary service of Jane Hall who concludes her term as 

Immediate Past President at the end of 2023. He noted Jane’s dedication, commitment and service to 

the Academy over many years.  

Furthermore, the Chair thanked Academy Treasurer Wai Fong Chua who also concluded her term at the 

end of 2023. He noted that Wai Fong had overseen substantial improvements to the Academy’s financial 

management and reporting, and thanked her for her contribution.  

 

The Chair extended thanks to Academy Policy Committee Chair Kevin McConkie and Academy 

International Secretary Fleur Johns, both of whom conclude their terms at the end of the year. He noted 

their exceptional contributions as colleagues, contributors to the Academy, and friends over many years.  

 

The Chair further extended thanks to those continuing to serve on the Board as well as the National 

Office staff who keeping the Academy running, led by CEO Chris Hatherly. 

 Moved: Linda Botterill Seconded: Lyn Yates Carried 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

 The Chair invited the Treasurer, Stephen Taylor, to deliver the Treasurer’s report.  

The Treasurer thanked the Chair and acknowledged the work of his predecessor Wai Fong Chua, who in 

conjunction with the Executive Committee and staff, did an excellent job of getting financial systems in 

order such that taking on the role had been a pleasure.  

The Treasurer gave a verbal report introducing the Audited Financial Statement. Noting: 

• The Academy in a strong financial position, with net assets of $1.32 million and secure revenue 

from our government block grant and membership fees. 

• Revenues and expenditures for the year were up significantly on the previous year, with over 

$2M revenue, and $2.3M in expenditure, compared to around $1.5M in 2022-23.  

• This resulted in a full year statutory loss of $302,682.  

• He noted that this result reflects a combination of operating revenues and expenditures, as well 

as strategic investments that had been determined in advance by the Executive Committee. 

• Specifically, the Academy operations resulted in a modest deficit of $45,104 during the year, 

while strategic initiatives involved a total planned investment of $147,665 in addition to Rechnitz 

Fund grants which totalled $49,023 

• The treasurer noted that there is a limit to how long the Academy would be able to continue 

making investing at this level without securing substantial additional revenues.  
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• The Treasurer noted that Finance Committee and the Board are satisfied that the strategic 

investments made to date have put the Academy in a strong position to secure additional 

revenues for its new education, communications and policy initiatives. 

 

The Treasurer referred Fellows to the Audited Financial Statements published in the 2023-24 Annual 

Report, noting that the results as reported reflect strategic initiatives undertaken over the last year and 

immediate years prior, concluding that he believed the Academy to be in a good financial position before 

welcoming any questions. 

The Treasurer moved that the 2023-24 Financial Statements and Treasurer’s Report be accepted.   

 Moved: Warwick McKibben  Seconded: Fleur Johns   Carried  

7. Appointment of External Auditor 

 The Treasurer noted that the Office of Regulatory Services requires the Academy’s Financial Statements 

to be audited by a registered company auditor. To meet this requirement, the Board recommends the re-

appointment of Anthony Wilson of AccountAbility (ACT) Pty Ltd. 

The Treasurer moved that the current auditor, Anthony Wilson of AccountAbility (ACT) Pty Ltd, be re-

appointed for the 2024-25 financial year. 

 Moved: Barry McGaw Seconded: Neal Ashkanasy Carried  

8. Confirmation of 2024-25 Fellowship Fees 

 
At the 2022 AGM, members approved a change in the structure of membership fees to bring the 
Academy in line with other learned Academies, to improve equity across the Fellowship and to support 
the costs of running the organisation. 

A new fee category with a 30% discount was introduced for Fellows working part-time (<20 hours per 
week) and it was agreed that the full fee rate would increase by $50 p.a. (approx.) for three years until 
the 2025-26 membership year. 

Resolution  

It is proposed that membership fees for 2025-26 will be set at: 

• Full-time Ordinary Fellows – $700 (inc. GST; 2023-24 rate $650) 

• Part-time Ordinary Fellows – $490 (inc. GST; 2023-24 rate $455) 

• Retired/Overseas Fellows – $350 (inc. GST; 2023-24 rate: $325) 

• Honorary Fellows – no fee 

• Emeritus Fellows (opt in from age 80) – no fee. 

 

 Moved: John Cordery Seconded: Don Byrne  Carried 

9. Election of Committee Chairs 

 The Chair moved to item 9, noting that the Chairs of the Academy’s Committees are Directors of the 
Board, and that there are five vacancies to fill during this meeting. 

He noted the following nominations for each of these vacancies:  
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• Policy Committee Chair – Professor Mark Western 

• International Secretary – Professor Adam Possamai 

• Grants & Awards Committee – current chair Professor Neal Ashkanasy nominated for a one-year 
extension to end 2025. 

• Panel A (Society, Politics and Culture) Committee – current chair Professor Nick Enfield 
nominated for a six-month extension to end-June 2025 with a transition to Professor Felicity 
Meakins from 1 July. 

• Panel B (Business and Economics) Committee – current Chair Professor Reneé Fry-McKibbin 
nominated for a one-year extension to end-2025. 

The Chair proposed that these individuals are endorsed as Chairs of Committees from 1 January in the 
case of newly-elected Chairs, and from 1 July in the case of Professor Meakins. And as Chairs of 
Committees, that they be elected as Directors of the Academy. 

 
Moved: Stephanie Hemelryk Donald                            Seconded: Kathy Bowrey                    Carried 
 

10. CEO’s Report 

 The CEO, Dr Chris Hatherly, acknowledged his National Office colleagues and the many Fellows who 

contributed to the Academy’s success in the past year. He then spoke to his report as published in the 

2024 Annual Report, noting highlights of the reporting period of the 2023-24 financial year including: 

• The transition from an ACT Incorporated Association to a Company Limited by Guarantee (as 
endorsed at the previous AGM) had been finalised. This process involved significant regulatory 
work including the finalisation of the constitution and transferring registrations to ASIC. Through 
this, the Academy now functions as a Not-for-Profit Company, limited by guarantee.  

• The CEO also reported that the Academy’s National Office premises had moved from ANU to a 
new fit-for-purpose workplace in Turner, and that many employees work remotely or flexibly and 
are operating efficiently and effectively. He welcomed any Fellows to visit the offices if they are 
based in or visiting Canberra.  

The CEO noted staff changes during 2023-24 and forthcoming. 

• Michelle Bruce, Director of Fellowship, International and Awards, has moved to a public service 
role after 10 years with the Academy. He thanked those who had been in touch with Michelle 
after the announcement of her departure, noting that it meant a great deal to her.  

• Bonnie Johnson, Communications Director, would be finishing at the Academy in November 
2024, moving to a new role leading communications for the Australian Research Council. 

• Policy Director, Andrea Verdich, and Events Manager, Anna Dennis, would be on parental leave 
for the course of the coming year.  

Lastly, the CEO thanked all current and concluding Board members for their enormous contributions to 
the Academy through their roles on the Executive Committee/Board over the past years. He extended a 
particular thanks to Richard Holden, noting what a pleasure it had been to work together over the last 
three years, for his support to all National Office staff, and looking forward to continuing that 
relationship as Richard transitions to the role of Immediate Past President. 
 

13. Academy Highlights  

 The Chair called for reports on the Academy’s major strategy areas, noting highlights of each of the 

program areas are included in the 2024 Annual Report.  
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Policy 

Chair of the Policy Committee, Professor Kevin McConkey, thanked the committee, the policy team at 

the National Office and the Fellows who contribute to the Committee’s work, and spoke on: 

• Substantial engagement with the Universities Accord and the ARC on its review of grants 

program. 

• Completion of the Modernising Research Assessment project for the Chief Scientist, in 

partnership with ACOLA 

• Three policy roundtables: with the Productivity Commission (on the Early Childhood Education 

and Care Inquiry), and with Fellows and other stakeholders on Open Science and Education 

Research. 

• Launch of the Academy's Decadal Plan for Social Science Research Infrastructure (April 2024), 

with a current focus on implementation, which was guided by the Academy and involved many 

other stakeholders and active research institutes in the social sciences. He noted its potential for 

long-term benefits in terms of setting the scene, but that the success of the project relies on 

clear impact.  

• Finally, Kevin reported continued positive engagement with Government, including convening 

two meetings of the Parliamentary Friends of Social Sciences.  

 

Grants and Awards 

Chair of the Neal Ashkanasy, spoke on:  

• Announcement of the inaugural Rechnitz Fund grants to three outstanding early- and mid-career 

Aboriginal researchers. These awards were presented at Parliament House at a breakfast 

function during Social Sciences Week 2023. 

• Award of grants for eight workshops covering a range of important topics, from a very 

competitive field of applicants. 

• Consideration of the design and guidelines for a new Rechnitz Award recognising research 

excellence and leadership in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander language, society and culture. 

 

International Program 

Chair of the International Committee and International Secretary, Professor Fleur Johns, acknowledged 

and thanked Michelle Bruce for her work of Director of International Programs and as Secretary General 

of AASSREC. She then spoke on the work of the international program at the Academy: 

• The Academy’s International Program has seen substantial activity during the year, with 

continued support for bilateral grants programs with the Chinese Academy of the Social Sciences 

and with the Embassy of France in Australia; engagement with and nomination of Fellows to 

International Science Council committees; and support for the Association of Asian Social Science 

Research Councils, or AASSREC. 

• In late 2023, the Academy received a significant grant from the Canadian International 

Development Research Centre to deliver on behalf of AASSREC focused on building social science 

research capacity in the Indo-Pacific. This new program comprises small and medium-sized 

grants, mentoring program, policy papers, regional stakeholder meetings and deep-dive country-

level social science research capacity assessments.  

• More recently, the Academy has secured a contract from DFAT to deliver the Australia-France 

Indo-Pacific Studies program that will include small research grants, a visiting Fellowship 

program, and strategic dialogues. 

Fleur concluded by acknowledging the significant growth of the international program over the past few 

years, crediting Michelle, Chris Hatherly, and the whole team for their work. She noted the outlook for 
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the Academy’s capacity building work on behalf of AASSREC to allow AASSREC to transition to somewhat 

more autonomy, so that it becomes less reliant on the support of the Academy and more truly a regional 

organisation.  

 

Education 

Chair of the Education Committee, Barry McGaw acknowledged the dedication and hard work of 

Academy Education Director Cindy Bin Tahal, her colleague Cheryl Robinson, and CEO Chris Hatherly, as 

well as the Academy Fellows whose expertise underpins the work. He noted several highlights for the 

program over the past year, most importantly the launch of the Academy’s Seriously Social school 

education program.  

He noted that Seriously Social is developing peer-reviewed, curriculum-linked learning materials for 

teachers and students across year levels. So far three pilot modules have been developed on respectful 

civil discourse, debating and water in the world. He noted that these modules have been very well 

received by teachers, students and a broad range of government and non-government stakeholder 

organisations. The Water in the World module has also recently won a national award from the 

Australian Geography Teachers' Association. 

Barry noted finally that the Academy’s education portfolio focus now is on securing ongoing funding 

from Governments, trusts and foundations to be able to scale up and continue developing this program 

over the longer term. 

 

Communications & RAP: 

Academy CEO, Chris Hatherly, noted his thanks to the staff and many hundreds of Fellows who 

contribute each year to the various programs, activities, events and workshop. He further reported that 

Academy’s Communications program is led by Communications Director, Bonnie Johnson, and there is 

no committee supporting this function, as it is a cross-Academy enabling function that supports all the 

work in policy, international, grants and awards engagement. The CEO noted the following activities and 

outcomes: 

• Along with the newsletter, website and social media channels, significant time has been invested in 

developing and growing Social Sciences Week each September. The CEO acknowledged that  the 

program was started 7 years ago by newly-elected Fellow Dan Woodman, and the Academy has 

been coordinating for the past four years. More than 80 events held around the country and online, 

with significant and growing partnerships with a broad range of sector and public stakeholders. This 

year, for the first time, Social Science generated very significant partnership revenue for social 

sciences week, with the in-kind and financial investments in this and other activities starting to turn 

these initiatives into self-sustaining things that will continue to build and grow over the coming 

years.  

• The Academy staged a number of successful events, including well-received symposia on Medicare 

and AUKUS, and numerous Academy lectures including the recent Keith Hancock lecture in 

partnership with CEDA, on the issue of tax reform delivered by Academy Fellow Professor Bob 

Brunick. The CEO acknowledged those fellows present during the meeting who had been involved in 

organising and planning those activities. 

• The next Shape the Nation Lecture will take place in late November in Perth, delivered by Australia’s 

Chief Scientist, Kathy Foley. This follows last year’s inaugural Shape the Nation Lecture, a televised 

address to the National Press Club, delivered by Academy President Richard Holden.  

Finally, the CEO reported the launch of the Academy’s Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan. The 

Academy’s first Reconciliation Action Plan was launched in 2021, spearheaded by former president, Jane 

https://socialsciencesweek.org.au/
https://socialsciencesweek.org.au/
https://socialsciences.org.au/events/the-future-of-medicare-research-informed-policy-for-better-access-and-health/
https://socialsciences.org.au/events/the-future-of-medicare-research-informed-policy-for-better-access-and-health/
https://socialsciences.org.au/events/the-future-of-medicare-research-informed-policy-for-better-access-and-health/
https://socialsciences.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/AUKUS-Compressed-Summary-Report_Final-compressed.pdf
https://socialsciences.org.au/events/tax-reform-laying-the-foundations-2024-keith-hancock-lecture-and-panel-discussion/
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14. Panel Committee Reports 

 Panel A Committee: People, Place, Culture and Communication  

The Panel A Chair, Professor Nick Enfield, firstly noted that he would be finishing up his time as Chair with 

Felicity Meaekins taking over halfway through next year. He then gave a report on the activity of Panel A, 

noting that at the Panel meeting before the AGM the following was discussed: 

 

The Chair provided the following updates: 

• Welcomed new members to the committee: John Handmer, Bryan Turner, and David Goodman, 

and acknowledge the continuing and renewing members. 

• Acknowledged Roland Bleiker and Heather Booth, whose terms on the committee are ending. 

• 8 New Fellows in Panel A: Aileen Moreton-Robinson, Christopher Pettit, Genevieve Bell, Judith 
Bessant, Helen Sullivan, Greg Marston, Dan Woodman and Rob Raven. He noted the very high bar 
for election. 

• The Paul Bourke Award winner in Panel A for 2024 was Dr Sophi Chao.   

The Panel Chair reported on issues raised by Fellows in the recent Panel meeting, including: 

• Questions as to whether the Academy had a stand-alone Paul Bourke award for Indigenous 

researchers. Members also asked if the Academy has any programs of support for PhD students. 

Members noted that the Academy’s support effectively commences with early-career researchers 

(Paul Bourke awards and SHAPE Futures Network), but that there was a need for better support 

for mid-career researchers; particularly females. 

• Support for engaging with the SHAPE Futures Network to explore opportunities to further 

support students and ECRs in the social sciences. 

• Discussion around the challenges and approaches to identifying and supporting potential 

Fellowship nominees; particularly those being nominated for public policy contributions to social 

sciences, and the importance of well-considered nominations and assessor reports in giving 

nominees the best chance of success. Members also discussed challenges of recognising and 

supporting interdisciplinary research within and beyond the social sciences.  

 

Panel B Committee: Business and Economics  

The Panel B Chair Professor Renee McKibbin, gave a report on the activity of Panel B, noting that at the 

Panel meeting before the AGM the following was discussed: 

The Chair provided the following updates: 

• Acknowledged members of the Panel Committee who have concluded their terms: Roger 
Simnett, Nisvan Erkal (who is moving across as the independent Panel B Representative on the 
Membership Committee) and Harald van Heerde. 

• Welcomed 4 new members of the Committee: Terry Walter, Flavio Menezes, Steward Clegg and 
Naomi Soderstrom, and thanked current ongoing members. 

Hall and many other Fellows of the Academy. During the year, this first ‘Reflect’ RAP was completed, and 

the CEO referred Fellows to the outcomes report available on the Academy website, demonstrating the 

trajectory of the reconciliation journey over those years and the achievements of the Academy and its 

Fellows in the reconciliation space. The CEO acknowledged the support of former President, Jane Hall 

and current President, Richard Holden, who chair the Academy RAP Working Group, signalling the 

importance of this work to the Academy. 

 

The Chair thanked the Committee Chairs and representatives for their reports, which were noted by 

those attending. 
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• 4 new Fellows in Panel B: Paul Burke, Ray Cooper, Paula Jabowski and Erte Xiao 

• The Paul Bourke Award winner in Panel B for 2024 was Dr Leah South.  
 

The Panel Chair reported on issues raised by Fellows in the recent Panel meeting, including: 
 

• Discussion around issues in the higher education sector and enquired as to what the Academy 

might be doing at a national level to consider the issues and make submissions, noting it is in the 

best interest of our Fellows to address this, particularly in the face of ongoing restructuring and 

redundancies.  

• Discussion around the need to advance the priority of the social sciences, as these disciplines are 

seen as less critical. 

• The need to take a long-term approach to establish and protect the true roles and values of 

universities. They should not be run like businesses or over-rely on funding from international 

students. Desire to improve university governance. 

• Queries as to the future interactions of social sciences and AI.  

• The need to address sexual harassment and assault on university campuses.  

• Suggestion that the Academy could develop a working group position paper on the values and 

governance of universities.  

• Brief discussion around the topic of social licence for research. 

 

Panel C Committee: History, Law and Philosophy  

The Panel C Chair, Nick Brown, gave a report on the activity of Panel C, noting the following updates: 

• Acknowledged members of the Panel Committee who have concluded their terms: Margaret 
Thornton, David Lowe, and James Curran. 

• Welcomed new committee members: Graeme Orr, Sam Ricketson and Jeanette Kennett, and 
thanked ongoing members. Noted that Garrett Cullity has renewed for a second 3-year term. 

• Panel C Fellow Kathy Bowrey has been appointed to a 3-year term as independent Panel C 

representative on the Membership Committee.  

• 4 New Fellows in Panel C: Lyria Bennett Moses (Law and Legal Studies), Penelope Edmonds 

(History, Heritage and Archeology), Andrew Stewart (Law and Legal Studies), Joo-Cheong Tham 

(Law and Legal Studies).  

• The Paul Bourke Award winner in Panel C for 2024 was Dr Michelle Liu.  

 

The Panel Chair reported on issues raised by Fellows in the recent Panel meeting, including: 

• A discussion around the need to represent history, law and philosophy as true social sciences, 
which may require advocacy from the Panel.  

• Concern noted regarding a move away from research excellence towards public relations.  

• A discussion about the need for pushback on inappropriate metrics used for disciplines when not 
applicable, e.g. h-index counts for historians.  

• Identification of the need to be strategic as a Panel and identify interdisciplinary or cross-
disciplinary points of connection for Fellowship nominations and research areas. 

• Questions as to whether having quotas across the Panels would be an answer to better 
disciplinary balance and may allow each discipline to apply their own criteria for excellence.  

• Questions as to what action the Academy was taking to address the issue of climate change.  

• Expressions of interest in being notified by the National Office on work programs and 
opportunities for collaboration, to know what work is in the pipeline for the Academy to be able 
to contribute. 

• The need for internal education within institutions on the value of the social sciences. Potential 
for resources to be developed by the Academy to advocate for the value of the social sciences, to 
be shared with Deans and DVCs.  
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• Concern raised regarding the funding issues around social sciences, humanities and research 
more generally.  

• Desire expressed by members to appropriately strengthen the representation of Panel C within 
the Academy.  

 

Panel D Committee: Education, Psychology and Public Health  

The Panel D Chair, Professor Don Byrne, gave a report on the activity of Panel D, noting the following 

updates: 

• Acknowledged members of the Panel Committee who have concluded their terms: Sydney Bloch 
and Jane Watson. 

• Noted that Russell Tyler has agreed to serve a second three-year term on the committee.  

• Noted that Anne Castles, Kim Cornish, Sarah Medland, Henry Jackson and Helen Skouteris are 
continuing as members.  

• Welcomed two new members: Jenny Gore and Sharyn McLeod. 

• Congratulated the four new Fellows in Panel D: Neil Selwyn (Education), Barbara Comber 

(Education), Olivier Piguet (Psychology), Nicola Reavley (Health Sciences).  

• The Paul Bourke Award winner in Panel D for 2024 was Dr Claire Blewitt    

The Panel Chair reported on issues raised by Fellows in the recent Panel meeting, including: 

• Discussion about potential focus of the Academy on ageing and dementia, on domestic violence 
and on open research. 

• Members thanked Zoe Perry and Michelle Bruce in the national office for their unwavering 
support and professionalism. 

• Discussion about the decreased opportunities for Fellows to connect face-to-face. Suggestion 
that the Academy consider organising periodic national gatherings to ensure the Academy 
Fellows have opportunities to connect.  

• Suggestion of concerns with the quality of social science training (specifically in the discipline of 
psychology) and whether this is an issue for the Academy.  

• Discussion of potential roles for the Academy to provide a view on the challenging context of 
higher education funding models and impacts for humanities and social science disciplines.  

• Interest noted in the proposed decadal plan on education research being led by the Academy. 
 

The Chair thanked the Panel Chairs and CEO for their reports. The reports were noted. 

15. State Convenor Reports 

 The Chair invited the State Convenors to report on the activity in their states during the year. 

 

South Australia  

Academy CEO Dr Chris Hatherly gave the report on behalf of convenors for South Australia, Professor 

Sharyn Roach Anleu and Professor Marika Tiggemann, who were unable to attend the AGM. He noted: 

• The SA Chapter of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia held four very successful 

dinner meetings during 2023.  Each was held at the Vileroy restaurant, in Norwood.  Speakers 

included: Angela Woolacott on Challenging colonialism and Australians who helped the nation to 

embrace human equality; Maureen Dollard on Valuing the human psychosocial safety climate 

and the causes of work stress, and the special case of the university sector; Ann Edwards on the 

Challenges of ageing; and Andrew Goldsmith on Policing politics and polarisation in an age of 

uncertainty. 

• The Convenors thanked Anna Dennis, Events Manager, Zoe Perry, Fellowship and Awards 

Manager, and Ellen Scott, Events and Administration Coordinator for liaising regarding these 

events, especially managing the registration process, and the reimbursements.  They also 
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expressed appreciation for the work and attention of Grant and Kimberly at the Villeroy.  

 
Victoria 

Convenor for Victoria, Professor Dennis Trewin, provided an overview of state-based activity for the year. 

He noted the Victorian Branch hosted an event for Fellows on 6 November at University House at 

Melbourne University. It was a panel session on the future of higher education, chaired by Convenor 

Dennis Trewin, with about 30 Fellows in attendance. Panelists included Greg Bambo (Monash University), 

Alison Barnes (National President of the National Tertiary Education Unit), Professor Alan Fels (former 

Chair of the Competition and Consumer Commission), and Professor Jenny Lewis (Melbourne University). 

It was a lively discussion with a variety of views, and a summary would be shared with the Academy 

Newsletter. Key points were that universities need to do more to demonstrate their value to society, to 

consider the interests of their staff and students, rather than focusing on maximising revenues and 

boosting rankings.  He noted how valuable these events were, and that the next event was currently 

being planned with hopes to have it at Government House in Melbourne.  

 
Victorian branch Co-Convenor Greg Bamber noted discussion among Fellows about the current state of 
universities; in particular the ways in which the financialisation, commercialisation, metrification, and 
managerialism has gone too far in Australian universities.  He requested that the Academy tries to engage 
more with such matters particularly after the Australian Universities Accord final report and with a 
Federal election approaching.  
 
Queensland 

The convenor for the Queensland, Professor Neal Ashkanasy, provided an overview of activity in that 

state. He noted that the Queensland Branch held a dinner for 25 members at the Ship-Inn at Southbank, 

in collaboration with Ross Hummel from Griffith University. Susan Karstedt, a criminologist from Griffith 

University, gave an interesting talk on the topic of confronting difficult truths, social sciences, and 

atrocity crimes with the case study of Germany. He noted it was a very thought provoking, timely talk 

appreciated by all in attendance and that the Queensland Branch are actively planning to increase 

numbers of events next year.  

 
Australian Capital Territory 

The convenor for the Australian Capital Territory, Professor Linda Botterill, provided an overview of 

activity in that territory. She noted that the ACT branch held four events in 2024, which were all well 

attended with up to about 25 people. These included: 

• A dinner with Senator Barbara Pocock FASSA who spoke about her experience with the inquiry 

into the activities of the Big-Four, ‘What have the Big-Four done wrong, and what does it mean 

for social science researchers?’ 

• A dinner with Professor Hugh White who spoke on ‘The Hardest choices – when and why 

Australia might go to war with China’  

• A dinner with Professor Peter Whiteford who spoke on social policy and economic inclusion, and 

assessing the early record of the Albanese Government 

• A dinner in October at which Professor Nick Peterson spoke on why closing the gap is difficult.  

 

The ACT Convenor noted that the selected venues were conducive to having ongoing discussions around 

the table after the presentations, with lively and engaged debate. She concluded by thanking Bonnie 

Johnson, Anna Dennis and Ellen Scott in the National Office for all of the work they do behind the scenes 

to make the events successful.  
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Western Australia  

The convenor for the Western Australia, Professor Garry Rodan, provided an overview of activity in that 

state (on behalf of his co-convenor Kanishka Jayasuria). He noted that the main activity was a privately 

hosted dinner, with Academy Fellows receiving priority invitations and additional guests, including active 

researchers and other stakeholders from the Forrest Research Foundation. Paul Flattow (University of 

Western Australia) was the speaker, and presented on the topic of housing, homelessness, and social 

science. Particularly, what is the relationship between political advocacy and empirical research in 

strategies of policy reform?  

The convenors regarded the event as successful in terms of the immediate and possible future 

engagements for Fellows and non-Fellows in the Academy. 

He noted disappointment that while invitations had been extended to all Deans of Western Australian 

universities, only the Dean from the University of WA had replied, and while unable to attend the dinner, 

expressed her willingness to collaborate in future.   

The Chair thanked the State Convenors for their reports, which were noted. 

16. Other Business 

 The Chair noted two reminders:  

• The Academy’s Annual Dinner is sold out, with Australian Treasurer the Hon. Jim Chalmers as 

speaker. He noted that there was still space to attend the New Fellows presentations and 

encouraged Fellows to join.  

• Nominations for New Fellows will close on November 30th.  

 

The Chair reflected on discussions throughout the meeting about the status of universities, funding and 

related issues, noting that this is a topic of great concern for the Board as well as Presidents of the other 

learned Academies. He stated that concerted efforts were being made in conjunction with other 

Academy presidents to influence outcomes in a variety of different ways, on issues ranging from the 

international student cap, funding of research, the status of universities, the implementation of the 

Accord recommendations and other items relating to governance funding and the status of universities 

more broadly. He further noted that the very highest levels of government were taking their input 

seriously. 

 

The Chair reflected on this being a reminder of the value of the learned Academies, that function as 

independent, honest brokers and are seen as such, given this has great value to senior officials in 

Government, in the public service, and ministers, including cabinet ministers. He discussed that Fellows 

and the Board alike were in alignment with those concerned in the present meeting and as reported by 

Panel meetings, emphasising that while the Academy does not intervene individually in university matters 

but rather focuses on government and related institutions, Academy Fellows have an important part to 

play within their own institutions and universities.  

 

Finally, the Chair thanked and congratulated Professor Kate Darian-Smith on her appointment as 

President from 1 January 2025.  

17.  Close 

 The President thanked National Office staff, fellow Board members and attendees for a successful 

meeting. He closed the meeting at 2:53pm AEDT.  

 


